
the Friend
24 April 2020 | £2.00

‘Even in dire straits having the  
mentality of an idler may help.’
Mary de Pleave on the  
pleasures of ‘slobbing about’
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Dear Friend
We are pleased to be able to continue producing and distributing The Friend 
each week during the coronavirus lockdown, helping to keep Friends in touch 
with each other across our Yearly Meeting. We are only able to do this because 
of the support we receive from our subscribers and advertisers.

We offer you this free PDF of our 24 April issue, and hope you enjoy reading
it. We have received some very supportive messages on our recent editions.

Please help us to keep The Friend coming out each week. To subscribe online 
and receive a weekly paper copy, or access the PDF version, please go to
https://thefriend.org and click ‘subscribe’ on the top line. If you prefer to pay 
by card over the phone call us on 020 7663 1178 - but please do not leave your 
card details on the answerphone and do not send them by email.

Although we do not normally encourage the circulation of the PDF outside a
subscribers household (it denies us crucial subscription revenue), we are very 
happy for this issue to be shared freely and widely.

With greetings and best wishes from us all at The Friend.

George
George Penaluna
Advertisement Manager

24 April issue continues on the next page.
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Two-thirds of Friends 
House staff furloughed
Britain Yearly Meeting 
(BYM) has furloughed 
two-thirds of its staff in 
response to the COVID-19 
crisis. With Friends House 
in London and Swathmoor 
Hall in Cumbria closed 
under lockdown, BYM said 
that it is unable to generate 
any trading income. Eighty 
per cent of those being 
furloughed are staff from 
roles in commercial and 
property activity, including 
Hospitality, while fifty per 
cent are in church and 
charity activity roles. BYM 
declined to give further 
information on which 
exact grades and roles 
had been furloughed, as 
it said it would risk giving 
away personal details. The 
furloughs will be in place 
for four weeks and then 
reassessed towards the end 
of each period.

Paul Parker, BYM’s 
recording clerk, said: ‘We 
are taking this step to 
protect jobs and to make 
sure BYM is able to serve 

the needs of the Quaker 
community, both now 
and long into the future. 
It’s devastating to have 
to furlough many of our 
dedicated and highly-
professional staff, but the 
gap between our income 
and expenditure at this 
time means we have no 
choice but to make use of 
the support available from 
the government.’

Under the Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme 
(CJRS), the government 
will cover eighty per cent 
of salaries for furloughed 
staff, up to a cap of £2,500 
per month (staff are 
still employed but not 
undertaking work). But 
BYM has said it will top up 
to 100 per cent the salaries 
of its furloughed staff 
below this cap.

Paul Parker said: ‘The 
wellbeing of our staff is 
vitally important and 
we want to treat them 
as equitably as possible. 
We have taken this step 
to support staff on lower 
salaries during this 

challenging period.’
Some of the staff still 

working, including the 
recording clerk, will be 
donating their salary over 
£2,500 per month back to 
the organisation.

David Loxton, head 
of communications and 
fundraising, told the 
Friend that the decision-
making process began 
when ‘members of the 
Management Meeting 
[none of whom have 
been furloughed] briefed 
the trustees on the likely 
impact that the pandemic 
would have on BYM’s 
finances and operations. 
The trustees decided that 
BYM should make use 
of the CJRS and set the 
priorities that Management 
Meeting should follow. 
The specific decisions 
about which staff should 
be furloughed were then 
taken by the Management 
Meeting. There was a full 
consultation process with 
staff and the recognised 
workplace union Unite’.

In selecting which 
staff and roles were to be 
furloughed, he said that 
BYM’s priorities were to: 
protect jobs, both now and 
in the future; serve the 
current and future needs 
of Quakers in Britain; and 
support the wellbeing of 
staff. The focus was also on 
‘maintaining the following 
areas: to support Quaker 
Meetings, helping them 
at this difficult time to 
meet in worship; to work 
and speak out for a more 
sustainable and peaceful 
world, in ways that are 
appropriate and relevant 
at the moment; and to 
support some existing 
projects which would be 
irretrievably damaged by 
a pause’. Another aim was 
to provide ‘a basic level of 
support for our governance 
bodies, where they are 

able to meet: Meeting for 
Sufferings, the central 
and standing committees 
and BYM trustees’. Also 
given priority were 
‘core operations which 
are essential for good 
governance and to ensure 
compliance with statutory 
requirements’.

Caroline Nursey, clerk 
of BYM trustees, said: ‘I 
am very grateful to our 
staff for managing this 
difficult situation and for 
their understanding at this 
challenging time. I am 
upholding them through 
this time, including those 
who are themselves 
unwell, and I’m looking 
forward to seeing them 
back at work supporting 
Quakers when the 
situation improves.’

QCEA urges vigilance 
on civil liberties
Quaker Council for 
European Affairs (QCEA) 
has pledged to ‘be actively 
vigilant’ to see how civil 
liberties and ‘the most 
vulnerable’ are affected by 
COVID-19 restrictions.

Andrew Lane, director 
of QCEA, told the Friend 
that the organisation 
is involved in a data 
collection exercise where 
people can submit 
information from across 
Europe on how new 
legislation is affecting their 
country. In particular, it is 
accumulating a record of: 
‘new powers claimed by 
governments which have 
human rights implications; 
the legislation, often 
passed very quickly, which 
granted these powers; 
details of how long 
governments will retain 
the right to use these 
measures; [and] reports of 
abuses by authorities; and 
examples of solidarity and 
resistance/resilience’.

Writing on its new 

News
news@thefriend.org

WORDS

‘We encourage 
people to rise up… 
safely… using our 

voices to drive 
action online.’

Earth Day Network, on Earth Day 2020, 22 April. 
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‘During Covid-19’ 
webpage, QCEA says: 
‘For a period of several 
months or more, European 
governments will severely 
curb civil liberties in 
attempts to suppress the 
spread of the virus. Under 
difficult circumstances, 
it is likely that public 
authorities, including 
the police, will enforce 
restrictions that limit 
personal freedom. In many 
cases, this may be in the 
public interest; sometimes 
it will not. The message 
from Europeans must be 
absolutely clear: today, 
we willingly cede our 
freedoms in a crisis – but 
tomorrow, we want them 
back.’

Andrew Lane told the 
Friend that the situation 
is ‘changing quickly and 
this is a critical time 
for Quaker work. We 
have been undertaking 
advocacy across Europe to 
encourage opportunities 
for peace and for COVID-
19 policies, not to further 
exclude some of the 
most marginalised in our 
societies’. He also said 
that ‘we are already seeing 
a reduction in services 
for homeless people and 
undocumented migrants 
across Europe. Now is 
the time to be quietly 
encouraging governments 
to see this as a time for 
solidarity, and not a time 
for scapegoating’.

Although Brussels is in 
lockdown, resident staff at 
Quaker House are working 
as normal.

Sidcot Friends 
support Sewell House
Friends from Sidcot 
Meeting have been 
supporting elderly 
residents at Sewell House 
where both the wardens 
are self-isolating.

Clerk Denise Powell told 

the Friend that both of the 
wardens at the sheltered 
accommodation centre 
in North Somerset have 
either had or have been 
in contact with someone 
with COVID-19. She said: 
‘Sidcot Friends have been 
phoning residents each 
morning to check they are 
OK and have been taking 
lunches on trays to them 
in their flats while they are 
social distancing.’ 

Sewell House is 
managed by Sidcot Friends 
Housing Society Limited 
and consists of twenty-five 
flats.

Maundy money 
for Jordans Quaker
A Friend from Chilterns 
Area Meeting is one of 
ninety-four men and 
ninety-four women 
who have been awarded 
Maundy money from the 
queen in thanks for his 
Christian service in the 
community.

Douglas Butterfield, a 
former co-clerk of Quaker 
Life Central Committee, 
was sent the money after 
an award at Windsor 
Castle was cancelled due to 
the lockdown. He told the 
Friend that the queen also 
sent a personal note saying 
that ‘this ancient ceremony 
reflects Jesus’ instruction 
to his disciples at his last 
supper to love one another, 
which is a call to the 

service of others, which 
has been at the centre of 
her own life’.

The award consists of 
ninety-four pence, in the 
form of newly minted 
silver coins, and a £5 coin 
commemorating the birth 
of William Wordsworth, 
plus a fifty-pence coin 
portraying Team GB in 
the 2020 Olympics. The 
repetition of the number 
ninety-four is to mark 
the queen’s ninety-fourth 
birthday this month.

Douglas Butterfield 
said he felt ‘honoured and 
inspired’ and that many 
Friends ‘have given as 
much or more’ than him.

QARN urges action 
on ‘extortionate’ fees
Quaker Asylum and 
Refugee Network (QARN) 
has urged Friends to speak 
out about ‘extortionate’ 
fee increases for those 
seeking refuge in the UK. 
According to QARN, 
these fees for renewal 
for Discretionary Leave 
to Remain – currently 
at more than £2,000 
per person once the 
immigration health 
surcharge is added – are 
‘hitting large numbers of 
former asylum seekers 
and their children every 
two-and-a-half years 
for a period of ten years 
until they are allowed 
permanent residence’. 

The charges must be 
made in a single online 
payment for every family 
member (including 
babies born during the 

ten-year period) and are 
on top of ‘equally high 
fees required to purchase 
their potential right of 
citizenship after more 
than ten years’. QARN 
states that the amounts 
were introduced five years 
ago at a per capita rate 
of £1,133, and currently 
stand at £2,033, plus £26 
for a biometric resident 
permit and (usually) £100 
for a biometric enrolment 
appointment. Along with 
other groups, QARN is 
urging people to write 
to their MPs and has 
produced a new leaflet, 
available on its website. 

Friends sign Christian 
Peace statement
Quaker Peace & Social 
Witness (QPSW) and the 
Northern Friends Peace 
Board (NFPB) have signed 
a statement put out by 
the Network of Christian 
Peace Organisations.

The statement issued 
on 30 March urged the 
British government to 
‘robustly’ support the call 
made by António Guterres, 
secretary-general of the 
United Nations, for a 
global ceasefire in light of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
saying: ‘The fury of the 
virus illustrates the folly 
of war. The threats we 
face as a planet, health 
pandemics and climate 
change among them, 
demand a coordinated 
international response with 
no room for continuing to 
waste resources on armed 
conflict.’

NUMBERS

£2,033
The current amount for applicants for renewal for 

Discretionary Leave to Remain.

Photo courtesy of
Douglas Butterfield.
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Letters

The Friend welcomes your views,
to letters@thefriend.org. Please
keep letters short. We particularly 
welcome contributions from 
children, written or illustrated.

Please include your full postal 
address, even when sending 
emails, along with your Meeting 
name or other Quaker affiliation.
In essentials unity,  
in non-essentials liberty,  
in all things charity.

Look deep into nature
‘Look deep into nature, and then 
you will understand everything 
better’ (Albert Einstein). The 
article on the Stop Ecocide 
campaign (10 April) has made me 
reflect on how urgently Britain 
Yearly Meeting needs to reconsider 
its priorities. Does our present call 
for ‘Climate Justice’ really match 
up to the planetary crisis? 

I deeply regret the loss of Yearly 
Meeting Gathering, which would 
have given us a precious week 
of worshipful reflection on this 
matter. I fear that our longstanding 
concern for social and economic 
equality, and our current focus on 
‘privilege’, may have led us into an 
unintentionally anthropocentric 
view of the world and its manifold 
problems. 

Overshadowing our world, and 
fuelling the present pandemic, is 
our grievous abuse of the natural 
world. Without a balanced and 
well-functioning global ecology, 
there can be no human equality, 
and ultimately no human future 
at all.
Julia Bush
Redland Meeting, Bristol

Worthwhile alternative
I sympathise with Barbara Mark 
(10 April) when she says that she 
finds having a computer on a 

distraction from the silence, and 
that there are alternatives.

I was inspired by an interview 
with Jonathan Sacks, the former 
Chief Rabbi (https://bit.ly/
FTmagJSacks) in which he says: 
‘At the real moments of pain, 
I listened to Schubert’s string 
quartet… Leaning into Schubert 
at that time took me through the 
valley of the shadow and out the 
other side.’

Music is indeed an alternative 
worth exploring.
Eva Deręgowska
Aberdeen Meeting, Scotland

In at the death
In Janet Scott’s article (10 April) 
on John 11:5, there is absolutely 
no justification for using capital 
letters for the word which she 
translates as ‘resurrection’, nor for 
the word ‘life’ either, for there are 
no capitals in the original Greek. 
Nor do the words ‘I AM’ appear at 
all and by including them in her 
translation suggests a reference to 
God, and there is none. 

Translating anastasis as 
‘resurrection’ puts a theological 
interpretation on the word which 
is not necessarily required in the 
text. Jesus was known to have a 
great reputation as a healer, and 
had experience in dealing with 
many different illnesses (Mark 
1:32-34, Matthew 9:36-38) and 
he doubtless brought many sick 
people ‘back to life’. He had seemed 
confident that he understood what 
was wrong with Lazarus (and with 
some illnesses it is wrong to rush 
the patient to hospital). Perhaps 
he did not reckon with ignorant 
villagers deciding Lazarus was dead 
too early.

To the distraught Martha, Jesus 
is saying ‘I am one who can bring 
(sick people) back to life’. She must 
trust him, and she replies that she 
does and always has (pepisteuka).

So, Lazarus recovers to share a 
thank you supper for Jesus with 
his family. There is no suggestion 
in the story as John tells it that 
Lazarus was of theological 
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importance, and no other gospel 
mentions him.
Elaine Miles
Jordans Meeting, London

My Quaker witness
I am not called to go on marches, 
hold vigils or take part in 
demonstrations. What I am called 
to do is keep the Quaker faith. I 
have been a Quaker and a member 
of my Meeting all my life and I can 
trace my Quaker ancestry back 
to the seventeenth century in this 
and other Meetings. So, it comes as 
particularly difficult for me to find 
that my Meeting is closed. I do, of 
course, understand the reasons, but 
it does not come to me easily.

My Meeting has been in 
existence for well over 300 years 
and I like to think that it has had 
an uninterrupted weekly time of 
worship. Like other Meetings ours 
is currently closed. However, I have 
decided to attend it every Sunday 
morning as usual. I will continue 
to do this as long as it is necessary 
and I am able. I live within walking 
distance so this will be my daily 
exercise and as I will be on my 
own there will be no problem with 
social distancing. At the same time 
members of my Meeting will be 
holding their own quiet time at 
home.

Quakers are questioning many 
things within our Society at the 
moment: our structures, Quaker 
schools, and now even our 
places of worship. I believe in the 
atmosphere of a building. Many 
tell of a malevolent feeling in some 
buildings. I find the total opposite 
in our Meeting house and many 
others have commented on this. 
Quakers have worshiped there for 
over 300 years and cannot but have 
left an impression on the fabric of 
the building. I have always felt the 
great depth of peace and silence 
in our building: I am feeling it 
even more strongly at present as I 
worship on my own.

As George Fox urged us: ‘Keep 
your Meetings in the power of 
God…’ Do as best you can Friends, 

in your home in your thoughts and 
prayers and look forward to the 
day when we can all meet together 
again.
David G Bower
Wooldale Meeting, West Yorkshire

Imagine…
Frances Voelcker’s article (10 April) 
struck a chord. From the comfort 
of a coastal village, and with the 
fellowship of colleagues that comes 
with being a key worker, I have 
enjoyed the daily bike ride or 
walk, the greetings during chance 
encounters, the birdsong and 
uncluttering the garden shed. 

The planet has heaved a sigh 
of relief as aircraft are grounded, 
the frenetic buzz of traffic has 
reduced, the air has cleared, and we 
adopt less extravagant eating and 
shopping habits.

The lockdown is 
disproportionately affecting city 
dwellers and those without gardens 
or large houses. The effect on 
the economy is likely to affect 
redundant employees and those 
with modest skills and wealth 
most. The financial hardship is real 
enough for those in the UK at the 
sharp end. But when you consider 
the plenty that most of us take for 
granted, the effect on our collective 
wealth is trivial, compared with that 
suffered in countries crippled by 
debt, corruption, skill shortages and 
less developed systems of healthcare 
and social support. The poor 
have repeatedly endured drought, 
famine, flood and pestilence on a 
biblical scale. 

Some intensive care units have 
felt like war zones during this crisis, 
although social isolation is a greater 
problem for many. There have 
been many acts of corporate and 
individual kindness and generosity 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

If we can imagine a world 
without money, there is plenty to 
go round. As a versatile means of 
bartering and rewarding us for 
working hard, money has some 
merit, but I have come to view 
wealth as a tool of oppression. 

If we emerge from this crisis 
with the wealthy profiting from 
turbulence in the money markets, 
with the privileged few continuing 
to take frequent flights, and 
wealthy individuals and nations 
increasing their stranglehold on 
indebted people, we will have 
missed an opportunity. If we 
truly appreciate opportunities for 
personal interaction, live more 
simply, seek greater equality, work 
from home more, walk and cycle 
more, and replace international 
business air travel with electronic 
communication, we will have 
learned from a rare opportunity to 
appreciate our shared vulnerability.
Robert Jeffery
Kingsbridge Meeting, Devon

Faith and practice
Over the last months I have become 
increasingly concerned about the 
number of letters and articles about 
nontheism. I was brought up in 
a Christian family and I became 
a Christian at the partly Quaker-
founded Keswick Convention 
when I was eighteen. We have a 
Book of Discipline entitled Quaker 
faith & practice but are now being 
challenged by nontheists to change 
our practice.

How can people who do not 
have any faith in God and wish us 
to change our practice be accepted 
into our Meetings as members 
when they don’t believe what we 
say and do to live out our ‘faith and 
practice’? Our founder George Fox 
challenges us to ‘walk cheerfully 
over the world answering that of 
God in every one’. That includes 
everyone, even though they do 
not believe. These people may not 
believe in God, but he believes 
in them. He created them, and 
showed how much he loved them 
by sending his son to die for them, 
and then raised him from the dead 
to give eternal life through faith in 
him and giving us the Holy Spirit, 
in whom we live and move and 
have our being. 
Martyn Poole
Wirral and Chester Area Meeting
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Have it out: Don’t judge 
those who flout lockdown 
rules, says Jane Herd

‘Who can say how we 
personally might manage 
in such a predicament?’

During lockdown, those of us who 
do go out only do so if we must. 
So there is great support and 
sympathy for the many adults 
who need to go to work to care, 
feed and look after others.

There are those, though, 
who do not seem to be keeping 
to the rules – from minor 

infringements like sunbathing or driving to a nicer walk, 
to going out and meeting others, even organising parties. 
It is easy to be angry and critical of these people but it 
takes certain internal and external resources to manage the 
current situation well. I am lucky to have my own home 
and garden, to be mentally well, and to have a generous 
group of friends – including a strong Quaker community 
that upholds me daily through social media, phone calls 
and emails. I can’t work but can apply to the government 
schemes. I have savings; I can afford to live. 

It’s fair to say that there are those with extensive privilege 
who act as if the rules don’t apply to them. But as a clinical 
social worker I am principally concerned with how we 
might understand those whose lack of privilege may make 
it very difficult, if not impossible, to manage the demands 
of our current context. It might be that someone is stuck 
in a flat with small children and no garden, with limited 
or no income (and unpaid bills) and who cannot leave 
the house alone as there is no one to safely look after their 
children. There may be no laptop, tablet or WiFi to see the 
faces of friends or families – or, much worse, no friends 
and family who would be concerned. It may be easier to be 
sympathetic towards someone in this position if they are 
shuffling round the shops with small children, or letting 
them use prohibited park playgrounds. Yes, I know they 
shouldn’t, and it increases the risk to us all, but who can say 
how we personally might manage in such a predicament? 

Then there are those who want to go out and party –
often the young but sometimes those who are older (who 
we think should know better). I would relate this to the 
management of anxiety. For those who may not have had 
their emotional and relational needs met as children, and 
have no one available to help them manage their feelings, 
anxiety can quickly become overwhelming. A natural 
physiological response is to go into ‘fight or flight’ mode: 
to want to be out and escape, and to challenge those who 
are trying to keep you in with an attitude of defiance. This 
is not logical but the logical higher brain is not in charge. 
These are primitive responses to threat and no one can 
deny that coronavirus is a threat. 

I am not saying this behaviour is OK. It is dangerous and 
potentially deadly (including for those who cannot contain 
their anxiety and stay at home). But for those of us who are 
in stable comfortable situations to meet others’ struggles 
with condemnation is not helpful. To accept them as 
holding a sacred light, as we all do, and to hold them in this, 
is something we can all offer. If we can find opportunities to 
help others manage their feelings better by being kind and 
caring, we may all be able to manage a little better. n
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Thought for the week: 
Alison Leonard on 
what we really need

‘When all this is over, 
can we keep it this way?’

When I first heard 
the phrase ‘There 
is no Planet B’ I 
remembered a visit 
I’d made to Claude 
Monet’s garden at 
Giverny. I was awed at 
its exquisite irises, its 
Japanese bridge, and 

its air of being both airily casual and carefully planned.
Years later, I watched a programme about how the 

garden is maintained for the thousands of visitors 
who visit Giverny each year. The presenter gave away 
the garden’s secret: there are two replica ‘Monet’s 
gardens’, where plants are grown to replace the ones the 
tourists come to see. When the visitors have gone, busy 
gardeners replace fading plants with fresh new ones. 
Every day, they turn ‘Monet’s garden’ back into the one 
that he painted.

That struck me as a fine metaphor for how we treat 
the planet: your gardens will be renewed and repaired – 
if you throw something ‘away’ there’s a useful ‘away’ for 
it to go. Planets B and C will cope.

Now, with the coronavirus reducing us to our most 
basic essentials, we’re discovering what we really need. 
Not cruises, second homes, cars or even beautiful 
gardens. We’re realising what we’re addicted to. Who 
thought it might be toilet rolls and raisins? (Yes, I’m 
addicted to raisins.) That’s what we need. And who do 
we need? Carers, and cleaners. At last it dawns on us 
that these are two of the worst-paid professions. 

If we have any mind-space left after we’ve absorbed 
the government’s latest edict, learned how to use Zoom, 
and worked out how to go for a walk without getting 
closer than six feet to any other human, I hope Friends 
will be among those who are reconsidering our carbon 
footprints. Our air is cleaner. Our skies are almost free 
of vapour trails. Fossil fuel demand has slumped. When 
all this is over, can we keep it this way?

When I was a member of the Quaker Concern around 
Dying and Death – pondering with other Friends how 
we can face our deaths responsibly – one of the banes 
of my life was the concept of ‘the bucket list’ – things to 
do before you die. Bungee-jump over the Victoria Falls? 
Visit the Galapagos, like Charles Darwin? Climb every 
Munro before breakfast? When life has been scaled 
down to exercising in your handkerchief-sized garden, 
or indeed whether you or your dearest one will survive 
the month, the day, or the hour, those ambitions fade to 
the illusions they always were. 

For some months now, our local Quaker discussion 
group has been pondering this question: ‘How can we 
live a spiritual and moral life in today’s turbulent times?’ 
When we settled on this question last autumn, we little 
knew just how turbulent – how totally upended, in 
every particular – our times would be. But the question 
is appropriate. It seems to me to be, actually, the only 
question we need to ask. n

Alison is from Brighouse West Yorkshire Area Meeting. P
ho

to
: n

ito
10

0 
/ i

S
to

ck
.c

om
.



10 the Friend 24 April 2020

It’s been 175 years since Robert Browning 
wrote his poem of nostalgia for England in 
April: ‘…whoever wakes in England / Sees, 
some morning, unaware, / That the lowest 
boughs and the brushwood sheaf / Round 
the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf, / While 
the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough 
/ In England – now!’ Well, it’s April now 
– and, with apologies to those elsewhere, 

you’re probably in England.
I was born in Winchester during the second world 

war, a very different world from Browning’s – and, 
indeed, from now. As I’ve grown older the world seems 
to have become more frenetic. People seem desperate 
to perform and to share. One must be ‘passionate’ 
about things or you don’t cut the mustard. To me this 
is insane. By that I mean as opposed to remaining 
calm and more self-contained – being in a place to 
find our inner light. No wonder our mental health is 
compromised. Of course I understood what Barack 
Obama meant when he said: ‘Yes we can.’ But I feel 
a pang for those who can’t. And sometimes we don’t 
want to – and that’s fine, surely? We don’t all want this 
pressure to achieve, to get the edge on someone else, or 
to boost one’s ego. To do seemingly nothing, in silence, 
can spook a lot of people.

I knew very early on that I was a natural idler when 
at school my friends would ask if I’d finished my 
homework. I’d reply: ‘What homework?’ I didn’t know 
it then but I was a nascent Quaker.

Before I go on, I am not unaware that a lot of people 
can’t just do whatever they like indoors right now. 
Many have urgent responsibilities, constraints or 
mitigating circumstances. That’s a given. But, in the 
grand scheme of things, even in dire straits having the 
mentality of an idler may help.

Now, when I say I’m an idler I am not saying I do 

nothing. I just have never liked doing what others thought 
I should be doing. 

The kind of things I enjoy are: animals and interacting 
with them; making things; gardening (which offers 
possibilities for staring at the ground for no great 
reason); and I’ve always felt nurtured by the sea. The 
thing about idling is that it takes time but the rewards are 
incredible. It reduces anger because you are doing what 
you want, without pressure; and it’s good for spontaneity 
– children are naturals. When as a child I chanced on a 
chimneysweep’s bag of soot, I fetched my beach bucket 

and spade and got to it. Never 
was I happier than making 
those soot pies. You still get 
things done, and problems are 
solved without stress.

But the thing about idling…
is there money to be made? 
There’s the rub. And here’s 
where the expectations of 
society cut in. ‘So you think 
staring at the ground is going 

to get you somewhere, do you?’ Well, that’s all they know. 
You get tremendous thoughts staring at the ground. Poetry 
floods the mind. That’s how William Wordsworth knew he 
wandered lonely as a cloud, and how Albert Einstein knew 
there was something fishy about time.

Another kill-joy to idling is when others say: ‘What if 
everyone behaved like you?’ Oh for Pete’s sake, since when 
did we all do the same thing? And even if we were all 
idling at the same time there are different styles. We’d idle 
differently.

Many of the idling pursuits that appealed to me involved 
quiet contemplation. Sometimes having a laugh just for 
the heck of it. Without wanting to sound self-satisfied or 
superior, I have never enjoyed raucous parties. I’d end up 
with a migraine and have to lie in a quiet room and try 

Bored at home? Why not make it a 
conscious ‘idling’? Mary de Pleave 
has been doing it since childhood

‘In the grand scheme of things, even in 
dire straits having the mentality of an 
idler may help.’

‘You get 
tremendous 
thoughts staring 
at the ground. 
Poetry floods 
the mind.’



the Friend 24 April 2020 11

to think of peaceful things, like the sound of tea being 
poured. Of course, I have been as daft, unwise and wild 
as anyone. But, in truth, my heart wasn’t in it. Give me 
fresh air, peace, kindness, a book, a smile and a kitten 
any day. When I had been ignoring my school homework 
I nevertheless kept my daily journal of random and idle 
thoughts. I still do: a very Quakerly activity. It was almost 
worth being a bit unwell because it gave legitimacy to 
slobbing about and reading rather than being compelled 
to reduce my idling. I read about everything and 
anything, something I also regard as very Quakerly. I 
was, from an early age, listening to the silence and trying 
to fathom its meaning. Paradoxically, I have always been 
a chatterbox and it has been valuable in my life trying to 
learn how to listen – even, for example, when there’s no 
sound, or someone is being inarticulate.

The other great inhibitor of idling is guilt. I seem to be 
devoid of that impediment. Some people seem to think 
that if you are idle you must be planning a murder or a 
bank raid, that there’s devilry afoot. Or they can’t watch 
the television unless they knit because their hands will 
be idle. God forbid! I find it bizarre. Thank goodness 
I’ve been spared that. I continue to stare vacuously into 
space without a qualm. 

People complicate idling (or, as they say, ‘wasting 
time’). Do we have a bank account of time where one 
can boast, ‘Oh incidentally, I have 100 years saved up. 
Keeping it for a rainy day’? What a laugh. So they might 
spend money on these indoor cycle machines and link 

up with others online to help create universal heart 
attacks. As any idler knows, all you have to do is put one 
leg in front of the other and walk. Slowly is good. And in 
a meandering fashion is also good. Or just imagine it.

What has this to do with being a Quaker? Well, 
everything. I grew up with a strong feeling that I wanted 
to be happy. I still feel very upset if someone spoils 
a happy moment for anyone. Having this response 
required me to search for something that aided and 
abetted the spiritual feelgood factor. I tried out the 
religions of my friends. Catholicism, well forget that, 
with its rules and edicts and funny ideas about women. 
Church of England, forget that too. Even the name is 
weird in my view. And so it went. My favourites were 
the Methodists. They sang quite jolly things, didn’t 
think husbands should beat their wives while under the 
influence, and you got little stickers of Jesus doing good 
things and stuck them in a book – which, as a collector 
of anything and everything, I greatly appreciated. They 
seemed kindly, too. But ultimately none really appealed. 
I sought tolerance, where no one is made to feel guilty or 
like an outcast. I looked for those who wouldn’t judge an 
idler, who were kind, who tried to understand all angles 
of life – each person responsible for themselves.

After a life of seeking I knew when I came to Seaford 
Quakers that this was the peaceful, spiritual realm for 
me. We all lead different lives, with different challenges, 
and we do the best we can. One doesn’t need a religion 
which judges or condemns, but one that offers the 
possibility of loving kindness and tolerance. Healthy, 
happy growth. This is what I felt in my Quaker home. 

The picture above is an example of something one 
might do when idling. It comes from a page in a 
personal album for contributions by friends. These 
flowers were painted by the eighteen-year-old Marjorie 
Ferguson, in April 1911, for her friend Dora Hunt.

I knew Marjorie when I was eleven and Marjorie sixty. 
She had a positive impact on my life. When her friend 
Dora was dying of cancer, and with no family, Marjorie 
took her into her home and saw that she was nursed 
and cared for until she died. I present this in memory of 
Marjorie and her friend, Dora.

Marjorie chose some lines to accompany her flower 
painting: The first is by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
and the second from a hymn by Frances Ridley 
Havergal.

‘The friends who leave us do not feel the sorrow
Of parting, as we feel it, who must stay

Lamenting day by day,
And knowing, when we wake upon the morrow,
We shall not find in its accustomed place

The one beloved face.’

‘Seldom can the heart be lonely,
If it seek a lonelier still;
Self-forgetting, seeking only
Emptier cups of love to fill.’ n

Mary is from Seaford Meeting. 
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Land of the live-in: Simon  
Watkins wants a rethink 
on Friends in Residence

‘Volunteers like me  
find themselves with  
no safety net.’

The current coronavirus lockdown 
has brought into focus some of 
the peculiar difficulties faced by 
volunteers in tied accommodation. As 
a ‘Friend in Residence’ I think this is 
an issue that Britain Yearly Meeting 
(BYM) might usefully examine.

The duties of a Resident Friend 
(RF) are in many circumstances 

similar to those of a paid warden, though typically adopted 
when a Meeting lacks the income or infrastructure to 
cover employment costs. Payment is ‘in kind’, through the 
provision of accommodation and a contribution to bills. 
This may seem generous when set against a roster of duties 
that are, on paper, relatively light. But it means that RFs 
have to find a separate source of income – one that can be 
integrated with duties that require RFs to be onsite for a 
substantial portion of the time. For me this means being 
self-employed, finding income through whatever I can turn 
my hand to between RF duties. I own a home elsewhere, 
which can be a rental asset, but this becomes an additional 
burden when empty, and a bar to claiming any form of 
benefit or tax relief when work is scarce.

Under normal circumstances I, like many volunteers, 
would not seek to subsidise that choice by applying for 
benefits. But in the present crisis, when self-employed 
opportunities are severely curtailed, and when it is far 
from clear whether the support offered by the government 
will apply to any one individual, volunteers like me find 
themselves with no safety net.

RFs offer Meetings and, by extension, BYM, much more 
than premises management. My role has involved: outreach 
to visitors, guests and community; support for the vibrancy 
of the Meeting and of local culture; and promotion of the 
premises as a venue. Our Meeting is small and, without 
an RF, its ability to connect in this location would be in 
question. With our presence, and in support to the life of 
Local Meetings, we provide an essential service to BYM.

The current health and economic crisis is an 
opportunity for BYM to reconsider its relationship – or 
lack of relationship – with Friends in Residence. We are 
a fundamental part of the life of the movement, yet the 
devolution of responsibility for our conditions of service 
means our welfare relies on the patchy capacity of Local 
Meetings. This leaves us lacking resilience for just the 
kind of crisis which we’re all sharing, despite the care and 
kindness of our Meetings. That support is often given out 
of limited resources, and its capacity is also impacted by the 
present situation.

I invite BYM to take this in hand. Now is the time to 
formally define the role of an RF, in more depth than 
currently appears in Quaker faith & practice. It should 
set out core duties and standards on both sides, and find 
a form of financial support for those who need it during 
times of difficulty. With adequate security people can do so 
much more than simply keep things going. With the right 
intention and support, RFs could be a major part of BYM’s 
renewal and growth in every part of the country. n

Simon is from Airton Meeting.P
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Poem: Holy Saturday (Psalm 62), by  
Barbara Mathie

The Altar table stripped, no coverings, bare
The Tabernacle silver lined is naked, open
The life red of the Sanctuary light extinguished.

Pews preach empty, in the silence of the tomb,
Heaven sitting shiva, statues covered, The Word, unspoken,
Is absent from the World, blood still, corpse cold.

And yet the motion of the world plays on, turn and turn
And turn again, to new and newer, driven
Down to bigger, better quicker, everything, all.

Deluges of different destinations; disconnected in
Connecting: like, retweet, followers, collect tokens
Not taking note to muse, to praise, to hold.

The to and fro of always something, someplace, somewhere,
Paradigm of any, shiny, many, more in the signifier slot-in,

Syntax of living top tip, top ten, timesheet, timetable.

Tuned to throng and thrust and thrill
The ever noise and never still, kills the call to quicken
To the quiet of inner: slaking, sating appetite.

But God is Dead – He walks the wynds of Hell
Through mindless mindset middens of our good intent
Through thought inaction, unthought action, abdication.

He strolls; the shadow of His wings brush souls in Sheol
Out of sleep, the lost in Limbo, or the loud of life, can cling to Heaven’s
Right hand held out, gates thrown wide, the banquet table laid.

Barbara is from north Scotland. She describes herself as ‘torn between both Catholic and kind of wanting to be Quaker’.

Editor’s note: Thank you, Friends, for all the poetry you’ve sent to us over the past few weeks. It has accounted for more than 
sixty per cent of total submissions. Given our space constraints we cannot hope to publish more than a fraction of that. We 
hope you won’t consider this a rejection; we’ve appreciated each one.

Photo: Annie Spratt / Unsplash.
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The air on the high Tibetan Plateau 
is very thin. There are hardly 
any trees, and those there are are 
small, stunted and windblown. 
Hundreds of square miles of 
empty grassland lay flat and open 
underneath a vast blue sky. That 
is why the villagers could see the 
horse coming from so far away. 

At first it appeared as a tiny quivering black smudge 
surrounded by a cloud of dust against the horizon. As 
it came nearer, they could make out the sound of horse’s 
hoofs pounding on the turf and could see the shape of a 
rider crouched on to its back, both arms clinging around 
the horse’s neck.

The villagers gathered on either side of the main 
street to see what the fuss was about. But the horse and 
rider did not slow down when they came to the village. 
If anything, they speeded up. They went thundering 
straight through the village at breakneck speed. As the 
rider tore past, one of the villagers called out at the top 
of his voice, ‘Where are you going?’

The rider, gripping the horse tightly with arms and 
legs, managed to twist his head around and shout into 
the slipstream of the wind as he galloped past, ‘I don’t 
know – ask the horse’.

The sound of the rider’s voice, and the brief 
apparition of his helpless face, hung in the air 
momentarily as he flashed past. Then he was gone – out 
of the other side of the village, out into the flat, empty 
plain, which stretched beyond as far as the eye could see.

This is one of my favourite stories from the Zen 
Buddhist tradition. It is about what life is like when 
we lack awareness. As long as we lack awareness, or 

awareness of self, we are like the rider on the horse. We 
are hapless passengers, clinging on for dear life as the 
horse gallops ahead, wild and out of control. As long as 
we lack awareness, we have no control over ourselves, 
and no control over our lives or our destinies. 

What is awareness? Put simply, it is the ability to 
observe thought. The fundamental problem with the 
modern world is that most people are identified with 
their minds. To be more precise, most people mistake 
their mental processes for a ‘self ’ with which they 
identify. This misapprehension is a lamentable fact 
of modern life. Our world has fully accepted René  
Descartes’ dictum cogito, ergo sum (I think, therefore I 
am) and this has proved to be a disaster. Happiness, in a 
modern, urban society, despite all its material comforts 
and long life expectancy, is more elusive than ever. Why 
is this?

Well, we have to look at the mind itself. If we are 
completely identified with our mental processes, then 
that is the culprit for creating unhappiness. The tyranny 
of mind identification is really our inability to free 
ourselves from compulsive thought. But there is a way 
out. We can free ourselves from this tyranny – we can 
get off the wild horse. This is the only true liberation, 
and it starts by watchfulness. 

‘Watchfulness is the path of immortality: 
unwatchfulness is the path of death. Those who are 
watchful never die: those who do not watch are already as 
dead’ (The Dhammapada – Sayings of the Buddha – 21).

You can become watchful simply by making a habit of 
listening to the thoughts that are running through your 
head. Try to catch the thoughts and just listen to them. 
In a more formal sitting practice, such as meditation or 
centring down, you can learn to be aware of thought. 
Just to observe your thoughts is watchfulness. As soon 

Happiness in a modern society is 
more elusive than ever, says Tony 
D’Souza. He takes a lesson from 
Zen Buddhism

‘To observe the mind is to become free 
of the madness of self.’
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as you do this, another dimension awakens in you. This 
is the dimension of the observer, the watcher. As soon as 
you see ‘Here is the thought’ and ‘Here I am, watching 
the thought’, you are beginning to break free from the 

prison of your own mind. It 
is extremely important not 
to judge or engage with the 
thought in any way, however, 
because you will be carried 
away by it. Do not get into a 
dialogue with it – just watch 
it. That is all that is required. 

A meditation practice 
such as repeatedly coming 
back to concentrate on the 
breath, or coming back to 
centre down into stillness, 
is necessary only because 
it is the nature of the mind 
to think. It does not matter 

if the mind wanders away a hundred times during one 
sitting. It’s the repeated return to the focal point that is 
the important thing. After a while, you begin to notice 
where the mind has been, and from these beginnings, 
awareness grows. 

To observe the mind is to become free of the madness 
of self – to become free of the paralysing and degrading 
identification with mind, and the senseless and incessant 
motion of thought. The thoughts running through 
your head are really your conditioned mind, which is 
the result of all your stored memories and the cultural 
context of your upbringing. Beginning to know this, 
and working free of it, is what is known in the east 
as ‘liberation’. Having a vantage point from which 
to observe the mind means that you are no longer 

condemned to live out its corrupt schemes. 
George Fox knew this well: ‘Friends, whatever ye are 

addicted to, the tempter will come in that thing; and 
when he can trouble you, then he gets advantage over 
you, and then you are gone. Stand still in that which is 
pure, after ye see yourselves; and then mercy comes in. 
After thou seest thy thoughts, and the temptations, do 
not think, but submit; and then power comes. Stand 
still in that which shows and discovers; and then doth 
strength immediately come. And stand still in the Light, 
and submit to it, and the other will be hushed and gone; 
and then content comes.’

To search for what is truly authentic in ourselves is not 
a frivolous matter. ‘Know thyself ’, the aphorism carved 
into the lintel of the temple of the Delphic Oracle, is as 
true today as it ever was. To find the life that lies deep 
within us takes practice, just as to get better at anything 
takes practice. For example, it would be impossible for 
me to play a couple of games of tennis at my local park 
this summer and then expect to beat Roger Federer on 
the Centre Court at Wimbledon. That is never going to 
happen. But spiritual endeavour is different because the 
grace of God comes into it. In the living moment, all can 
be made clear. But we have to show up for when that 
moment occurs. We have to be available for it to happen. 
In that sense, regular practice is indispensable in our 
spiritual life. It is as Rabindranath Tagore says: ‘Our true 
life lies at a great depth within us. Our restlessness and 
weaknesses are in reality merely stirrings of the surface. 
That is why we must daily retire in silence far into the 
quiet depths of our spirits, and experience the real life 
within us. If we do this, our words and our actions will 
come to be real also.’ n

Tony is from Finchley Meeting. 

‘The thoughts 
running through 
your head are 
really your 
conditioned 
mind, which 
is the result of 
all your stored 
memories and 
upbringing.’

Photo: fikry anshor / Unsplash.
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When Christians Were 
Jews: The first generation, 
by Paula Fredriksen

Review by Michael 
Wright

Quakers traditionally do not follow 
the Christian calendar of fasts 
and festivals. Nevertheless I find 
myself each year reflecting on 
how modern scholars seek to 
explain the events before and after 
the first Easter.

When the gospels are read as 
a set of standalone documents 

we get a skewed view of these events. When we are able 
to see them in the context of the additional information 
available from Jewish and Roman sources, from 
complementary disciplines and discoveries of the last 
fifty years (such as the Dead Sea Scrolls), the view seems 
rather different from the classic biblical expositions I have 
known for a lifetime.

This year I read works by the US academic Paula 
Fredriksen. Her explanations for what happened are far 
more credible than I have encountered before, mostly 
from Christian male scholars. Her perspective is that 
of a biblical student raised a Catholic, who converted 
to Judaism. Her studies centred on the origins of that 

community of Jews which 
developed into the Christian 
church. As a historian not 
a theologian, a Jew not a 
Christian, and a woman not 
a man, she provides new 
insights into a number of 
hitherto (to me) puzzling 
elements in this story. 
Reading her material is 
like following a fascinating 
detective investigation. 

We all know the story and 
its outcome. Following with 
Fredriksen all the different 
threads of information 
she provides gives us new 
perspectives on incidents that 
have become all-too-familiar. 

Fredriksen sees Jesus as 
one among a number of Jewish prophets, whose ministry 
came at a time of intense excitement and expectations 
among his people for the long-promised Messiah. Jesus 
was to inaugurate the End of Days, foretold in the Hebrew 
Bible, when God’s kingdom would be established on 
Earth, and all nations join with Israel to honour the one 
God. 

Between 70BCE and 70CE (or BC and AD if you prefer) 
there were a number of teachers who were contemporary 
with John the Baptist and Jesus. Some of these were 
described as Messiahs too. They all urged the Jewish 
people to prepare for this End Time. Fredriksen also 
describes a couple of violent campaigns, which attracted 
large followings and were brutally suppressed. These were 
the uprisings after the death of Herod the Great in 4CE 
when the Romans crucified two thousand Jewish men, 
and again the uprising by tens of thousands of Galileans 
in 38CE against the Emperor Caligula’s attempt to put his 

‘As a historian 
not a theologian, 
a Jew not a 
Christian, and 
a woman not 
a man, she 
provides new 
insights into 
a number of 
hitherto puzzling 
elements in this 
story.’
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own image in the Temple in Jerusalem. None of these 
feature in the New Testament, yet they had a profound 
effect on the Jewish nation at the time.

What was different about Jesus? Christian theology 
suggests it was because he was the unique Son of God. 
Fredriksen suggests it was a complex mix of explicable 
circumstances. 

Why, she asks, was Jesus (but none of his followers) 
the only one to be crucified? Crucifixion tended to 
be used for those who threatened the regime, not 
just for common criminals. Yet Jesus had been well 
known in Jerusalem over two or more years, teaching 
observance of the Torah, and passive resistance to 
power, without action taken against him. He was not a 
threat to Roman power.

Most scholars ascribe Jesus’ cleansing of the temple, 
evicting the money lenders, as the trigger that led 
to his crucifixion. Fredriksen gives detailed reasons 
why she believes this was not so. She argues that Jesus 
himself did not claim to be the Messiah, but his arrival 
in Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, at a time of feverish 
excitement, caused the enormous crowds gathered 
for Passover to believe that he was. It was this vast, 
unstable and excited crowd who believed he was the 
Messiah that alarmed Pilate. To quell this groundswell 
of public opinion, Pilate had him crucified. None of 
his disciples were seen as a threat, and they continued 
peacefully in Jerusalem until the city was destroyed by 
Rome in 70CE. 

Jesus’ followers experienced visions of him 
immediately after his execution, and for up to two 
years following. At first they were puzzled. Then 
they began to see Jesus’ resurrection appearances as 
the indicator that the Kingdom of God was about to 
arrive, when all the dead would be raised. This was 
foretold in the Hebrew scriptures, and would focus 
on Jerusalem and the Temple. The disciples relocated 
from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south to 
prepare for this event. They pooled their resources, 
and shared their understanding of Jesus with fellow 
Jews. When the Kingdom of God did not arrive as 
soon as they expected it, they gradually found in their 
scriptures quotations that helped them make sense of 
this delay.

The disciples’ faith became shaped by these 
reflections. Their message spread from its homeland 
to the Jewish diaspora. There, in the cities of the vast 
Roman empire, they found synagogues with pagans 
taking part in their activities. These pagans were 
attracted to the Jewish teachings and observances. 
The movement began to spread its message that God 
had raised Jesus from the dead as the first sign of the 
coming End Time and the dawn of the Kingdom of 
God.

This is what Paul preached. He was expecting the 
End Time to arrive at any time, and certainly in his 
own lifetime. Part of that expectation was that all the 
nations of the world (the seventy nations descended 
from the sons of Noah), together with the reunited 
twelve tribes of Israel, would converge on Jerusalem, 

united in worshipping the God of Israel. Paul, of course, 
had no concept of the Jewish faith without its focus on the 
Temple, which was utterly destroyed in 70 CE.

All of the gospels were written after this cataclysmic 
event. By the time Luke’s gospel and Acts were written, 
the communities of Jesus’ followers (not yet formalised 
into what we know now as the Christian church) had 
adjusted their expectation of the End Time to look for 
Jesus coming a second time in glory to inaugurate the 
Kingdom of God. Their movement, which developed 
within the synagogues of the diaspora, became 
increasingly divorced from its Jewish roots. The hope of 
this Second Coming has remained part of the Christian 
vision since that time, and powerfully energises certain 
Christian communities today. 

A brief introduction such as this, to Fredriksen’s 
carefully-argued case, can do no more than give a taste 
of her fascinating exploration of all the elements of 
the passion narrative and beyond. She illuminates my 
understanding of the Christian story in a way which I 
find immensely helpful to my practice of the Quaker 
way. It helps me to make sense of the scenario that 
developed into classical Christian theology: one that 
inspires devotion and gives comfort, hope and strength to 
millions. n 

Michael is from Middlesbrough Meeting. 
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Fainwell and Pure
A Quaker character from 
an eighteenth-century 
play put in an appearance 
in the Oxford English 
Dictionary’s (OED’s) 
‘Word of the Day’ 
newsletter on 8 April.

The now-rare term 
‘Simon Pure’ was in the 
spotlight, and described 
as: ‘A person resembling 
or reminiscent of the 
fictional character Simon 
Pure… (a) a person of 
irreproachable virtue or 
integrity; (b) a person 
of uncompromising 
[political] principles, a 
zealot, a diehard.’

Molly Porter, of Bunhill 
Fields Meeting, spied 
some Friendly references 
in the etymology.

‘Simon Pure’ was a 
Quaker character in the 
1717 play by Susanna 
Centlivre, A Bold Stroke 
for a Wife. In the play, a 
‘Colonel Fainwell’ seeks 
to marry ‘Mrs Lovely’ and 
to do so must convince 
her guardians that he’s an 
ideal match. He decides 
to disguise himself as 
different people that each 
guardian would like.

Q Eye
eye@thefriend.org

One guardian is a stern 
Quaker called Obadiah 
Prim, so Fainwell poses 
as Simon Pure, a Quaker 
from Pennsylvania. 
Unfortunately for him, 
the real Simon Pure 
arrives while he is there:

Fainwell: ‘Take thou 
heed, Friend, what 
thou dost say; I do 
affirm that I am Simon 
Pure.’

Simon Pure: ‘Thy 
Name may be Pure, 
Friend, but not that 
Pure…’

The name has since 
been used as a form of 
shorthand. For example, 
in The Times of 1785: ‘It 
would almost seem… 
that those who attack 
them are all saints, 
Simon Pures, and of 
incorruptible description.’

And in The Daily Mail 
of 1906: ‘If clergymen 
knew what [swimming] 
costume was worn, 
they would waive their 
objections, and the 
Simon Pures in the 
corporation would be 
satisfied with it.’

‘Our Lego 
Quakers, usually 
on display in 
our window, are 
observing social 
distancing and 
will be attending 
Meeting for 
Worship via 
Zoom for the 
foreseeable 
future.’
Tweet and photo from
Edinburgh Quaker
Meeting House

A slice of pie
As Quakers explore 
online worship, a Friend 
from Central England 
found unexpected 
thoughts putting in an 
appearance (see above).
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Deaths

Friends&Meetings

Elisabeth (Beth) ROWLANDS
16 April. Mother of Sam, John,
Bridget and Rachel. Grandmother
and great-grandmother. Member of
Exeter Meeting, previously of
Burford Meeting. Sidcot Old
Scholar. Aged 92. Memorial Meeting
when lockdown lifted. Enquiries:
bridgetoliver457@gmail.com

Friends & Meetings
Personal entries (births, marriages,
deaths, anniversaries, changes of
address, Meeting up, etc.) charged
at £40 incl. vat for up to 35 words
and includes a copy of the maga-
zine. Meeting and charity notices,
(Changes of clerk, new wardens,
new Members, changes to meeting,
etc.) £33.33 zero rated for vat.
Max. 35 words. Three entries £80
(£66.66 if zero rated); six entries
£120 (£100 zero rated). DIARY
NOTICES: £36 incl vat for up to 35
words, £30 zero-rated. Three entries
£72 incl vat, £60 zero-rated. 6
entries £108 incl. vat, £90 zero-rated.

Deadline usually 12 noon Monday.
Entries accepted at the editor’s dis-
cretion in a standard house style.
A gentle discipline will be exerted to
maintain a simplicity of style and
wording that excludes terms of
endearment and words of tribute.
Guidelines on request.

T 01535 630230 E ads@thefriend.org

NOTICE
The Annual General Meeting of

Chaigeley Educational Foundation
will be held on

Tuesday 28 April 2020
at 2pm via video link or

conference call.
Details from: Allison Stewart

Clerk to the Governors
01925 752357

allison.stewart1@chaigeley.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1060403.

CHAIGELEY EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION AGM

Ruth ROWLEY  14 April, peacefully
at home. Wife of William, mother of
Ann, Mark, Ian, Linda and Rachel.
Grandmother of 14, great-grand-
mother of 18. Member of Walsall
Meeting. Aged 96. Contact:
randw.rowley@tiscali.co.uk

Quakers
in Britain
Head of Finance
& Resources
Annual salary: Managerial scale (£61,658 to £76,541)
Office-based: London or Leeds (tbc)
Hours: 35 hour working week, with occasional evening

and weekend work required

We are the national offices of Quakers in Britain, a radical
church with a passion for peace, integrity, equality, simplicity
and sustainability. We provide a range of services to Quaker
meetings across Britain, and work actively in the world to
bring about social change. We also run Friends House, our
premises in Euston, as an ethical business, providing confer-
encing and catering to the third sector and others. We hope to
open a second office location in Yorkshire as part of a drive to
move our work closer to the Quakers we serve. We would
welcome applicants from within reach of Leeds with the
expectation that there would be regular travel to London
before the office is opened.

We are looking for an imaginative and approachable leader to
be our next Head of Finance & Resources. To start in
September 2020, we need someone who can communicate
clearly with colleagues, Trustees and Quakers about our
finances, investments, properties and employment practices.
You’ll need solid experience in finance & corporate services,
good team-work skills, an eye for detail as well as the ability
to see the big picture and think strategically. You’ll be good at
problem- solving, ready to listen to others’ ideas, and have a
vision for what it means to be the exemplary workplace we
aspire to be.

You don’t need to be a Quaker, but we do need you to care
about the things we’re passionate about.

If this sounds like you, please contact Shani Newbold or
Andrei Racasan at Cadence Partners on 0207 947 4960 or
quakers@cadencepartners.co.uk for more information
about the role and how to apply.

You’ll find more information about us at
www.quaker.org.uk/jobs

Closing date for applications: 11 May 2020
Interviews: w/c 18 May 2020

Registered Charity No. 1127633
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EDITORIAL
173 Euston Road
London NW1 2BJ
T 020 7663 1010
E editorial@thefriend.org
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ADVERTISEMENT DEPT
54a Main Street, Cononley,

Keighley BD20 8LL
T 01535 630230

E ads@thefriend.org theFriend
Classified advertisements

Classified ads
Standard linage 61p a word, semi-
display 92p a word (rates incl.
vat). Meeting and charity rates
51p and 77p a word respectively
(zero-rated vat). Min. 12 words.
Discounts: 10% on 5 insertions,
15% on 10 or more. Cheques to
‘The Friend.’

Ad. Dept, 54a Main Street,
Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL
Tel: 01535 630230
Email: ads@thefriend.org

music

Friends in Tune
Comfort in these troubling times

REQUIEM
Nine movements for choir,

soprano soloist and chamber orchestra.
By Tony Biggin.

"...took the audience to new
levels of emotion.”

Listen free online at
www.tonybiggin.com/requiem or
www.friendsintune.com/requiem

Email: tony@tonybiggin.com

Quaker
Voluntary

Action

Part-time Working
Retreats Coordinator
This is a temporary post to cover
maternity leave from early July
2020 until the post holder’s
return, or 31 March 2021,
whichever is earlier.

The successful candidate will be
able to work from home to
co-ordinate QVA working retreats,
facilitators and attendees and to
give administrative support to
QVA’s activities. Hours: 28.6 per
month on average to be worked
flexibly. Salary: £28,776 pro rata.

For further information on how
to apply, job description and
person specification, please
email: mail@qva.org.uk

Closing date for applications:
15 May. Due to current restrictions
interviews will be held online.

PERSONAL RETREATS, FRANCE. Make
space to reflect and be still. Beautiful old
farmhouse in rural Auvergne offers
supportive, nurturing environment for
individual retreats. Simple daily rhythm:
meditation; silence; contemplative/artistic
activities. Walking. Organic vegetarian
food. www.retreathouseauvergne.com

FRIENDS FELLOWSHIP OF HEALING
Following in the footsteps of George Fox,
the FFH seeks to restore the Quaker
tradition of healing. 01425 626112 / 07512
890768. www.quaker-healing.org.uk

retreats personal

SPIRITUAL ACCOMPANIMENT - now
you have the technology you might like
to try virtual spiritual accompaniment via
zoom or Skype? First session free. Contact
coaching.gill@gmail.com or 07977 478473.

Two ads for the price of one on
classified ads until the end of May!
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