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Umm Al Khair School Transport Project 
 
Ali Morgan (Bath LM) and Ann Davison (Forest of Dean LM) have applied for 
a QPSW Relief grant to enable UK Friends of HIRN to fund this project. Ali 
and Ann are both Board members of UK Friends of HIRN (Hebron 
International Resources Network).  
 
In applying for this grant Ali Morgan and Ann Davison are acting on their 
concern for peace and the relief of suffering in occupied Palestine. Both have 
tested their concern over a number of years by serving with EAPPI in the 
West Bank and through other non-violent activism for peace and justice in 
Palestine. Both WWES Area Meeting and Gloucestershire Area Meeting have 
already provide minutes of support for the application. However, QPSW have 
asked for greater assurance of the understanding and support for this concern 
at Area or Local Meeting level.  
 
Through this article Ali is seeking to inform Bath and WWES Friends about 
this project, and to encourage Friends’ engagement with this concern. Ali also 
hopes that engagement with this project will give Bath Friends greater insight 
and concern for the whole situation in Palestine and the wider, ongoing work 
of HIRN across the West Bank.  
 
Umm al Khair and the School Transport Project 
This project will provide three years funding for essential school transport for 
Palestinian children (particularly girls) in Umm al Khair. The grant will fund 
drivers' salaries, fuel and vehicle maintenance costs. Existing vehicles owned 
by the community will be used to transport children, keeping costs to a 
minimum. 
 
Umm al Khair is a Bedouin village in the South Hebron Hills. It is in close 
proximity to illegal Israeli settlements, in Area C of the West Bank. Area C is 
more than 60% of the West Bank and is under full control of the Israeli 
military. Hundreds of thousands of illegal Israeli settlers are rapidly taking over 
Palestinian land, water and other resources. The Palestinian Authority is 
prevented from providing any services to the quarter of a million Palestinians 
who live in Area C. The Palestinians of Umm al Khair and other villages suffer 
direct and indirect violence as a result of the Israeli occupation. While 
shepherding has traditionally constituted nearly 70 per cent of the village's 
income, settlement expansion and land confiscation has hugely reduced 
grazing land, resulting in high levels of unemployment and poverty. The 
community has also suffered repeated demolitions of homes.  
 
Education of both girls and boys is seen as a priority by the residents of Umm 
al Khair (along with most Palestinians). Traditional attitudes have meant that 
in the past girls in rural areas have been removed from co-educational 
schools when they reach secondary school age. Several villages in the South 
Hebron Hills have requested that HIRN help them to establish girls’ secondary 
schools, and thankfully three such schools are now open (and fully 
subscribed). One such girls’ school lies in Umm al Khair, with 22 girls in 
attendance. The dispersed geography of the village means however that most 
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children have a long walk to the school. This is arduous, especially for 
younger children and in the winter, which brings severe weather in this part of 
the West Bank. Children are also at risk of attack or harassment by settlers or 
soldiers. Such attacks are well documented by EAPPI and other 
organisations. As Ecumenical Accompaniers, Ali Morgan and Ann Davison 
have both been involved in providing protective presence for school children, 
shepherds and others in Area C, and in Umm al Khair specifically.  
 
Why is the QPSW Relief grant important? 
The project will protect the right of girls to education. Their education is vital 
for the individual girls and their families, but also to enable the whole 
community to stay on its land. In a wider context this is part of the hope for a 
viable Palestinian state. Barriers to education can lead Palestinian families to 
yield to Israeli pressure and abandon their land to move into the city. Yet the 
countryside (Area C) provides the geographical link between those cities and 
will enable them to survive in the long term. 
 
The grant will provide economic benefits as well as social benefits. The bus 
driver will be a local person from Umm al Khair and vehicle maintenance will 
be carried out locally supporting the local economy. The access to education 
that the grant will provide for children from the village will give them access to 
better livelihoods. Importantly, there is great commitment from the young 
people towards the future of their community. Several young people who have 
been supported through university by HIRN are now spear-heading new 
projects in the village.  
 
The QPSW Relief Grant and the Quaker Link 
The QPSW Relief Grant is to fund peace-building projects and relief of people 
who are suffering as a result of natural disasters, climate change, war, conflict 
or social and economic deprivation. The grants enable enhancement, or 
development, of support and action on the concerns of individuals or groups 
of Friends and this is a key consideration in assessing applications. The 
project should arise from Friends' concern, tested and supported through a 
meeting. This will usually be a local meeting, commonly with additional area 
meeting support, but may be from another suitable Quaker grouping. At least 
one minute of support from a meeting is required. It is important that these 
minutes or their accompanying reports record clear understanding and 
support (which may be in active financial or other active support of the 
project by the meeting, or in spiritual and other support of concerned 
individuals). 'Rubber stamp' minutes of endorsement are not always helpful.  
 
UK Friends of HIRN 
As part of their concern, Ali and Ann joined with a small group of other people 
(non-Quakers) to establish UK Friends of HIRN in early 2017. Its function is to 
represents a UK and Ireland wide network of people who support the work of 
HIRN (Hebron International Resources Network). Ali, Ann and the other 
founders act as the Board of UK Friends of HIRN, raising awareness, 
fundraising and managing the transfer of funds to HIRN for projects in the 
West Bank.  
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HIRN  
Hebron International Resources Network is a small Palestinian-run 
organization founded in 2011 to provide relief of poverty and suffering among 
the most threatened and vulnerable Palestinian communities, particularly 
those in Area C and Hebron, where Palestinians suffer very high levels of 
violence and dispossession. Palestinians are routinely deprived of access to 
basic services such as education, water, electricity and land for food 
production. Homes, schools and other structures are demolished by the 
occupying forces or taken over by settlers. Many of the Area C communities 
are Bedouin herders who have been reduced to extreme poverty by the 
occupation. HIRN supports these communities by relieving the resultant 
deprivation and suffering. Over the last 7 years HIRN projects have included 
the provision of entire schools and kindergartens, supplementing the 
equipment or facilities of schools, agricultural projects to bring cash earnings 
to rural communities, solar panels to communities that are denied access to 
the grid. HIRN works closely with Israeli and Jewish groups active in 
Palestine, such as Ta'ayush, Rabbis for Human Rights, the Villages Group 
and the Center for Jewish Non-Violence.  
 
Some projects that UK Friends of HIRN has already funded in Umm al 
Khair: 
UK FHIRN Board member and former Ecumenical Accompanier, Veronica 
Pasteur visited the village last year and raised £2,000 to provide 10 beehives 
for the community. Veronica said ‘As well as providing much-needed income, 
these hives are a tool and a symbol of the ‘sumud’ (steadfastness) of the 
Bedouin of Umm al Khair’. 
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In September 2018 UK Friends of HIRN donors raised £1120 to provide 5 
white boards for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade classrooms and the lab at the 
girls school in Umm Al Khair.  
 

  
 
 
UK Friends of HIRN also raised funds to help rebuild the Umm al Khair 
community Centre after it was demolished by the Israeli military. This picture 
shows a group of UK supporters visiting the new Community Centre in 2018.  
 

 
 
 
For further information about the work of UK Friends of HIRN please see 
https://friendsofhirn.wordpress.com  
 
If you would like to support this work financially please donate at 
 https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/7827#/DonationDetails/ 

https://friendsofhirn.wordpress.com/
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/7827#/DonationDetails

