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Final York Street Meeting for Worship 31 March
The final Sunday Meeting for Worship in the York Street Meeting House will be 
Sun 31 March. It will be shortened by half an hour so we can share any memories
and feelings about the Meeting House and our move.

Leaving with a smile - the sun shining into the York Street cupola last week 
creating a cheery Cheshire-cat effect.

York Street is a little architectural gem, with much good to be said about it. But 
Bath Quakers feel our energies are better put into extending the life of our 
growing Meeting outwards than maintenance of an historic building however 
intriguing.

There will be cake, and a collection for Umm al Khair.

Reminder - as if we didn't all have enough else to think about at that time - the 
clocks go forward Sunday 31 March.

Other points related to the move agreed at our Meeting for Worship for Business 
10 March:
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• After successful trials, we move all Meetings to Bath Central United 
Reform Church from 1 April (Grove St entrance)

• Trustees will handle the York Street property arrangements with 
professional advice and in accordance with charities law and guidance

• Elders, clerks, doorkeepers and the overseer group will get keys to 
BCURC; Lin Paterson is distributing these

• We're disconnecting the Bath Quakers' land line and moving to a mobile 
phone contact, with a rota of Friends taking the callsour correspondence 
clerk 

• Simon our correspondence clerk will update British Quakers and West 
Wilts area web sites and we'll advertise the change of Meeting in The 
Friend

• the web site is a key point of contact throughout this change and beyond. 
• We will make our private Facebook group public and use it as  a simple 

noticeboard and pointer
• We'll use a portable notice board inside BCURC for our own notices, place 

a poster and an A2 "A board" outside and a "what's on" notice in the Bath 
Chronicle.

See you all in BCURC (Grove St entrance)!

Bristol climate protest: a young Bath Friend writes:
I took part in the climate change protest last Friday. Me and all my friends went 
to Bristol because the protest was bigger there than in Bath.

Protesters on College Green, and splashing in the moat around Bristol City Hall

There were lots of people at the protest, many obviously on a walkout because 
they were still in their uniforms. I didn't do a walkout because if we did we 
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wouldn't be able to get to Bristol on time. When we arrived in Bristol we went to 
College Green where everyone was meeting and when the protest started it was 
pretty fun, we got to shout really loudly for climate change and about politics.

There is a moat around the outside of City Hall and a bunch of people splashed in 
it, including me. We left before the protest ended because everyone was tired. but
it was a pretty fulfilling day. We went because it is important: if we don't take 
action now and wait until our generation are in charge it will be too late. There is 
another day of protest next month and maybe this time we'll do a walkout.

B&NES declares climate emergency and 2030 carbon deadline

Bath’s local council passed a motion to declare climate emergency on 15 March. 
The joint motion from LibDem and Conservative councillors points to the 
devastating impacts that climate change and global temperature increases will 
have and that Bath and NE Somerset is well-placed to champion rural and urban 
decarbonisation through measures such as renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
smart energy development, zero carbon homes, local & sustainable
food, sustainable travel, carbon sequestration. 

The motion follows a petition championed by Bath Quakers and others which 
attracted over 2100 signatures. Full details of the motion are available online via 
the Bath Quakers web site. 

Special 29 March Meeting for Worship: the UK and Europe
Bath Quakers plan a special late night Meeting for Worship to coincide with the 
deadline set for the change in Britain's relationship with the EU, 29 March 2019.

Open to all, this Meeting is part of a "distributed meeting" organised by the 
Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA). It is not a campaigning event or a 
platform to promote any particular view. Rather it is an opportunity for prayerful
reflection about Europe, peace, equality, truthfulness and listening to one 
another. All welcome 2230-2330 Friday 29 March. Judith Eversley and William 
Heath will act as elders

Do we want a storyteller visit?
Hazel Mitchell writes: 

I have been offered an evening with Mark Steinhardt, our story-telling performer 
from Bedford. He entertains at Albert Mill, Dapps Hill, Keynsham and offers a 
Friday evening probably in August. Would Friends (and definitely friends too) be 
interested in having an opportunity to listen to Mark once again? 

This would be on a light note, he tells me.  I will only go ahead to organise this if 
people are keen. It would be free, but we do have a collection which will be split 
between Parkinson's UK research, and the Red Cross.   
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People enjoy an atmospheric experience in the old Mill, and it is a time to enjoy 
refreshments and chat in the interval. 

Please reply via mitchmate@phonecoop.coop or telephone 0117 336 0476

Hebron school transport project
On Sun 10 March Bath Quakers agreed to support the Hebron International 
Resources Network (HIRN).This followed a lively meeting on 7 March, when Ali 
explained the detailed background and showed slides of some of the small but 
vital projects that HIRN has already carried out: setting up a honey farm, 
providing white-boards for a school and re-building a community centre.

For UK Friends of HIRN (of which she is a Trustee). Ali has applied to QPSW for a 
£5,000/yr relief grant. This would make it possible to get Bedouin girls safely to 
school from scattered nomadic villages. The vehicles are there but no money for 
fuel, maintenance and payment of drivers.

Ali has written a more detailed article on the Umm Al Khair School Transport 
Project; it’s available vie our web site. 

Open for transformation: six meetings for learning
Katie Evans writes: 
For six afternoons starting Th 18 April just before Easter Elders are reprising the 
meetings for learning we ran last year, hoping this will attract Friends who find 
evening meetings hard to get to. 

We'll meet in the Goodridge Room of Bath Central United Reformed Church 
(Grove Street entrance) 1430-1600 on 

• 18 April for video of 2014 Swarthmore lecture 
• 2 May to celebrating the Quaker way
• 16 May to conside our spiritual experience
• 30 May to identify our gifts and needs as a meeting
• 13 June on how our Meeting works (or might work)
• 27 June Living the Quaker way

Everyone is welcome. You don't have to attend all the sessions and you can come 
even if you came to last year's sessions as the discussions are bound to go in 
different directions this time.

Coming to Bath: the Extinction Rebellion: can you help?
Could you help the Extinction Rebellion (XR) March? This protest at the lack of 
action to reverse climate change is marching from Land's End from Sun 10 March
coming through Bath at the end of the month en route for London, where it aims 
to arrive on 14 April.
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The March is looking for various forms of support: walkers (the whole march or 
any number of legs); drivers of support vehicles; welcomers and demo at each 
stop; overnight accommodation and breakfast; send off and demo at each 
departure.

The marchers need overnight accommodation in Frome Sat 30 March, Bath 
Sunday 31 March, Bradford on Avon 1 April and Devizes 2 April. The marches are
planned on Facebook. If you can help please contact Paul Sousek of North 
Cornwall Extinction Rebellion, Cottage Farm, Jacobstow EX23 0BU, email 
PaulTNC@gmail.com 

Diary 
Fri 29 March Special late-night Meeting for Worship to reflect on the UK’s 
changing relationship with the EU. Part of a distributed Meeting for Worship 
organised by QCEA 2230-2330 (sic) 

Sun 31 March Last Sunday worship in the York Street Friends Meeting House 
1100

18 April Open for Transformation meeting for learning session 1: Video of 
Swarthmore lecture 2014 by Ben Pink Dandelion

2 May Open for Transformation meeting for learning #2: Celebrating the 
Quaker way

16 May Open for Transformation meeting for learning #3: Our spiritual 
experience

30 May Open for Transformation meeting for learning #4 Identifying our gifts 
and needs as a meeting

Sun 2 June Area Meeting in Bath, Percy Hall, BCURC

13 June Open for Transformation meeting for learning #5: How our Meeting 
works (or might work)

27 June Open for Transformation meeting for learning #6: Living the Quaker 
way
Chocolate Quarter Meeting for Worship 1100-1130 each third Sunday in the 
month; after discussion group at 1030 . Colin Graham 0117 986 1277 for info

Further ahead: 
BYM 2019 24–27 May, London

If you want diary dates included in the newsletter please speak with or email the 
editors, or if you’re reading online click   here &   just type them in. 
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Worship at Bath Central United Reform Church (from April 
2019)
Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1800-1830; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting
1st Sunday of Feb, 
Apr, May, July, Sept, 
& Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing 
2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch
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Favourite image – Alison Packer

Ali Packer writes: 

This painting for me is fiercely elemental. The son of friends - Jay - was 10 when he 
painted it. I love its power and fluidity, the jagged lightning, the sharks and what I 
take to be a tiny windsurfer down in the trough, overpowered by the enormous 
Hokusai wave. 

Share you favourite image via Bath Quaker News. 

Front cover image: Mountain stream
The artist Linda Cusworth writes: Mountain Stream is an image based on some of 
my favourite Japanese painters such as the famous ‘Wave’ painter Hokusai. 
Although their depictions of: mountains trees and waterfalls seem at first glance 
to be over simplified the abstraction results in a very deep way of looking at 
things, and touches the simple beauty of the tree or flower. Nature can heal and 
in the attempt to depict what we see brings more pleasure and gratitude.

Front cover illustration by Linda Cusworth
Articles to wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com; please include photos. 

Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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