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Uphold the new Quaker meeting in Keynsham 

A rainbows falls on the old chocolate factory in Keynsham, 30 Nov 2018.  

The new Quaker Meeting in the Chocolate Quarter on the Somerdale Estate in 
Keynsham extends a warm invitation to local visitors to join them at 1030 for 
discussion or 1100 for Meeting for Worship on the third Sunday of the month. 

Contact Colin Graham for details. 

Remembrance, respect and the white poppy
Bath Quakers Jane Stephenson and Lin Patterson had a letter in the Bath 
Chronicle about remembrance and the white poppy symbol. The letter read:

On Sunday 11th November, Bath Quakers will again be taking part in the ceremony
at the Bath War Memorial. With the respectful acknowledgement of the British 
Legion, we have laid a white poppy wreath for the last two years. Each time the 
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wreath has been removed in the days after the event. We are hurt by this action 
and would like to take the opportunity to explain the origins and purpose of the 
white poppy.

It was launched in 1933, a few years after the red poppy, by the Co-operative 
Women’s Guild. These were wives, daughters, sisters and cousins of soldiers killed 
and wounded, who were challenging society to prevent this kind of catastrophe 
happening again. They were seeking to find other ways to resolve conflict and an 
end to all war. Proceeds from the sale of white poppies fund peace education work.

Our white poppy wreath is laid out of respect for all people killed, maimed, 
wounded and traumatised by war, civilians and military personnel from all sides 
involved in conflict. Many people wear both the white and red poppy.

This year Bath Quakers will be laying two attached wreaths, one white and one 
red, to convey the complexity of this issue. It demonstrates our respect for the event
and all participants, and our compassion for fallen military personnel and their 
families.

At the same time it confirms our remembrance of all victims of war and our 
determination to work for the peaceful resolution of all conflicts. We hope that this 
year our wreath will be respected and remains where it is laid.

Regrettably Bath Quakers’ white wreath was quickly detached from the red 
wreath and removed. The Peace Pledge Union reports several such thefts around 
the country, and is keeping track of the trend nationally. Since the event 
meanwhile another more individual single white poppy tribute has appeared at 
the war memorial. It remains in place at time of writing. 

Memorial placed in memory of Seymour B Powell who enlisted at Bath in Aug 1914 aged
16, and died in Basra 30 July 1916: “remembered with love”. 

Nominations: how we grow in the life of the Meeting (or not)
Alison Harries, for the Nominations Committee, asks us to reread Quaker Faith & 
Practice 3.22-3.25, starting with the section that reads:

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
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God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. (I Cor 12:4–7)

It is a responsibility of a Christian community to enable its members to discover 
what their gifts are and to develop and exercise them to the glory of God.

You can play the Quaker Nominations card game in our library. But do read F&P
3:22-3:25 and uphold the work of the nominations committee. 

My favourite war memorial

Laurence Tindall writes: 

This is my favourite war memorial. It is in the
heart of Derby and shows the real cost of war.

This First World War memorial simply shows
a bereaved widow and her son who will
never know his father; enough said. What a
brave piece of commissioning and what a fine
piece of work by A.G. Walker RA 1861-1939
famous for the equestrian statue of John
Wesley in Bristol and the Garnett war
memorial at Backwell (of which more later).

What I like about this is its completeness: the simplicity of the story and the 
absolute emphasis on love. The love between the mother and child mirrors the 
love between Christ and us. It draws us into the centre of Christ’s message: this 
world is redeemed not through war and transgression but through sacrificial 
love. Whatever we feel about war and the taking of life we should not forget that 

Bath Quaker News Dec 2018  Page 3



some people also believe that the laying down of their life is an act of sacrificial 
love and this can also be read into the art work. The father has died to save his 
family from tyranny. I know that some will find this far-fetched but I can assure 
you that my father was fighting for this in the second world war.

Navigating without a map: Feb 2019 course at Woodbrooke
Katie Evans writes:

How do we navigate life? What does it mean to be spirit-led? I’m looking forward 
to engaging with these questions with participants on the Standing in the light 
and sitting in the dark course, 8-10 Feb 2019 at Woodbrooke.

For me, it’s definitely not a case of following some pre-ordained plan, like a 
children’s puzzle where you trace a path through a tangle of lines to see which 
person has caught the fish. Thomas Merton joked that we waste a lot of time 
looking for such a map when the unfolding of creation is more like a great 
improvisation in which we are invited to participate.

Skilful jazz improvisers create music without a score. Similarly, there are ways of 
navigating without a map. Think of the guides to Morecambe Bay who can read 
the sands to find a safe path through the ever-moving maze of quicksand and 
firmer ground. More prosaically, as a regular walker I know which of the 
footpaths near my home are passable in winter without welly boots and which 
aren’t.

Can we attune ourselves to recognise and read our inner landscape, to hear the 
music of the Spirit?

I’m getting better at recognising the level of tiredness that means I shouldn’t 
send any more emails that evening. Harder to describe and to trust is that sense 
of gut-knowing of the rightness of a course of action, even when it’s unclear how 
it will unfold or what the cost will be. What in our experience provides us with 
personal touchstones for recognising the subtle nudges and disruptive demands 
of the Spirit in our lives?

Let’s also remember the stories of 9th century Celtic pilgrims who set out to sea 
in coracles with no sails or rudder, explaining to the astonished people they met: 
‘We stole away because we wanted for the love of God to be on pilgrimage, we 
cared not where’.

Whether you’re the sort of traveller who researches, books ahead and carries an 
extensive first aid kit, or a disciple setting out with ‘nothing for your journey, no 
staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic’ (Luke 9: 3, NRSV), 
join us in February to explore how we journey.
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Digging the dirt: thought-provoking two-handed play

Friends enjoyed a stimulating and well attended performance of the original play 
Digging the Dirt at the Friends Meeting House in November.

The energetic two-handed performance by the Multistorey Theatre Company 
tells the story of the c17th Diggers and c21st whistleblowing, exploring themes 
of conscience, community, equity and the law. 

Bath Quakers write to new DPP in support of the Stansted 15
Bath Quakers have written to the new director of public prosecutions Max Hill QC
in support of the "Stansted 15", on trial under terrorism law for peaceful protest 
against deportations they believe to be unlawful. In a powerful article for The 
Independent Caroline Lucas called the prosecution “brutal and legally dubious”. 
The trial in Chelmsford crown court continues. 

Local Quakers join the “Extinction Rebellion” protests
Ali Morgan reports from the front line of the Extinction Rebellion, which protests 
against the UK Government's "criminal inactivity" on climate change:

Great day for the Extinction Rebellion. 6000 Rebels came from all over Britain in 
a non violent protest against government inaction on climate change. Rebels 
blocked five London bridges and held them all day until the protest ended with a 
vigil at sunset in Parliament Square.

Many rebels chose to be arrested rather move from the highway in order to 
demonstrate the critical state of our planet as a result of human activity. Quakers 
from Bath and Bradford on Avon were among the rebels.
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Bath and Bradford Quakers protest outside Parliament

Diary 
Th 13 Dec Open for Transformation: living the Quaker way FMH; simple 
supper 1830, workshop 1930-2100

NB no evening meeting for worship Tue 25 Dec.

Further ahead: 

BYM 2019 24–27 May, London

If you want any diary dates included in the newsletter please speak with or email 
the editors, or if you’re reading online click   here &   type them in  . 

Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1800-1830; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting
1st Sunday of Feb, 
Apr, May, July, Sept, 
& Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing 
2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch

Articles to wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com; please include photos. 
Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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