
Bath Quaker News Sept 2018

Coming up: Quaker week and the WWI 100th anniversary
Friends’ peace testimony and our role in the community will be to the fore this 
autumn with Quaker Week 1-7 Oct followed by the 100th anniversary of the end 
of World War I on 11 Nov. 

Alongside the longstanding weekly Bath Stop War Saturday protests at the Abbey
we can look forward to drama, a book launch and Quaker participation in the 
solemn civic and military Armistice Day celebration. 

And we’ll have a public debate about our vanishing white poppy wreath. 

Michael Mears from Wandsworth Meeting will performs his drama This Evil Thing
at the Ustinov 13 and 14 Nov. 
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The vanishing poppy wreath: who’s perturbed by pacifism? 
Kate MacDonald writes: 

Bath Quakers are putting on two public events during this year’s Quaker Week in 
October. The aim is to explain who Quakers are, and to debate the mystery 
behind the disappearing white poppy wreath. 

Mon 1 Oct Juliet Prager, Deputy Recording Clerk of Quakers in Britain, 
offers a public lecture Who are Quakers and why they matter today and 
tomorrow (from 1930; free to all). 

On Th 4 October we’re holding a public meeting to debate the issues 
behind the repeated disappearance of our white poppy wreaths. 

For the past three years Bath Quakers have laid a white poppy wreath, to 
commemorate all victims of war, at the Bath Armistice Day commemoration, by 
kind agreement of the Royal British Legion. 

Every year it is removed after a few days, with no explanation. 

Bath Quakers Clerk Lin Patterson said: “We regret the disappearance of the 
wreaths, and hope very much that this year’s wreath, to be laid at the centenary 
of the end of the First World War, will be allowed to stay in its place. 

“We want to ask for public participation in a conversation about 
commemoration: how we can remember those who have died in war, and how 
commemoration may help to bring peace and end war. The public debate on 4 
October will offer this opportunity, and perhaps make it clearer why the white 
poppy wreath is laid, and the hopes it represents.”

The debate panel includes:

Sarah Bevan Independent councillor for Peasedown St John, on the council’s 
policies for war memorials, and on human rights in war
Diana Francis of Bradford on Avon Quakers, on the Quaker Peace Testimony
Major Dick Beath with on a view on conscientious objection from the modern 
British Army
Dr Corinne Painter of the University of Leeds, on Commemoration, Conflict and 
Conscience, a joint research project with Bristol University 
Literary historian Kate Macdonald on her book The Conscientious Objector’s 
Wife, published in June by Handheld Press. 

The debate begins at 1930. Visitors will be able to look at the exhibitions on 
Conscientious Objectors from the Bath and Bristol areas, and visit the book stall 
from 19.00.
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This Evil Thing: Micheal Mears’ one man show at the Ustinov

For two nights only - Tue 13 & Weds 14 Nov - Michael Mears, a Friend from 
Wandsworth Meeting, is performing his drama This Evil Thing at the Ustinov 
Theatre. Written and acted by Michael, it is about Britain’s Conscientious 
Objectors in WW1. 

Michael writes:

The format…is like high-octane storytelling. I play about 52 characters… 
Bert Brocklesby, who is a protagonist …was an absolutist, which meant he 
wanted nothing to do with the war…I use Bert’s words and testimony 
spoken by COs and others at the time, including philosopher Bertrand 
Russell

Ride & stride for the steeplehouses of Somerset: Sept 8
Margaret Heath writes: 

Somerset Ride and Stride on 8 Sept 2018 is the main annual fund raising event 
for Somerset Churches Trust (formerly Friends of Somerset Churches and 
Chapels). In the past our Meeting House has received generous grants both from 
the national and local Churches Trust. 

We can support  the Ride and Stride in two ways:

• By taking part and encouraging others to take part: getting a list of open 
churches and getting sponsorship for every church visited. More info on 
www.somersetchurchestrust.org.  You need a form to be signed at each 
place. The Trust keeps half the money and the rest to a cause we choose.

• By making refreshments, for which we get donations, or by signing up to 
welcome visitors to the Meeting House, which is listed as being open 
1000-1600 on 8th and providing refreshments and facilities. 

Both church visiting and welcoming can be fun as well as worthwhile. 

For details or to go on the list of volunteers contact Margaret Heath.

Diary date: Digging the Dirt 2 Nov
On Fri 2 Nov the Multistory Theatre Company bring their play Digging the Dirt to 
Bath Friends Meeting House. It’s a drama drawing on challenges facing the 
precursors of Quakers in England to modern day issues of free speech. The 
company is performing it around the country in Quaker Meetings to an excellent 
response.
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Yawanawa visit Bath and speak of love, peace and silence

Three representatives – one Elder, and two youth leaders – from the Amazonian 
Yawanawa tribe from Brazil spoke and sang with a small group in Bath Friends 
Meeting House on Tue 28 August. They were on their first international visit, 
speaking about their culture and faith and raising money for a school. 

They described their tribe’s first contact with white people, a period of suffering 
survival and then renewal, and their process of discernment and decision 
making.

Yawatume ("Selma"), Shaneihu and Nani Yawanawa: "We cannot fight the mix of
cultures any more. We are open to other cultures."

The spiritual practice of the Yawanawa is based on fasting, sacred teaching 
plants, solitude and silence. "In the silence you can really hear, "they told us. "You 
cannot understand any lesson if you are not in silence." Their shamans had 
prophesied the arrival of “people of iron” with hard hearts and superior 
weapons. They engaged peacefully first with traders and then missionaries. 

They came not to place any blame for the global environmental crisis but to 
advocate love and sustainability for the new world we can make together. 

Invitation: Day of Quiet on Kelston Roundhill Sat 13 Oct

Katie Evans and Christine Goodgame-Nobes write

Would you like a day out for rest and spiritual refreshment? Join us for a Quiet 
Day at the Old Barn, Kelston Roundhill on Saturday 13 October. We will suggest 
some activities you might like to try as ways into quiet stillness, or you’re free to 
follow your own way. 

The day won’t be completely silent. There will be opportunities to worship and 
reflect together and share fellowship over lunch and coffee.
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The Old Barn is just below Kelston Roundhill, between Bath and Kelston, see the 
website at: https://kelstonroundhill.com. The day will be 1000-1600.  Soup, 
bread & cheese lunch and tea/coffee will be provided.

We’re asking participants to make a contribution towards the cost of the day; 
suggested donation £20 per person.  But please don’t be put off by this – donate 
what you can afford.

Places limited; please let Katie know if you’d like to attend.

Diary date: Heart of Place event Fri 21 Sept
Kirsten Bolweg has a date for our diaries: Friday 21 September 1930: Heart of 
Place – a soirée of music and spoken word performance to raise funds for the 
homeless and displaced people of Bath (funds raised shared between Julian 
House and Bath Welcomes Refugees). Kirten writes:

It is my swan song event culminating my year as the 20th Bard of Bath with 
a manifesto about raising awareness about the homeless and displaced 
people in Bath. Des Harris of the Frome Meeting House will be reading from 
his memoirs so I hope we will see some of the Bath Friends there to support 
him – and me too!!

There are still some contributors to be confirmed but it will be a good line 
up of performances and readings with some solid support from “Nazrudin” 
a group with a Celtic-Middle Eastern sound.  The lead member was himself 
one of the homeless some years back.

Tickets (incl finger food with Middle Eastern flavour) available via Eventbrite.

Diary date: 100men “Facing the Shepherd” event 29 Sept

100men is a Bath based inter-denominational group of Christian men from 
churches across the city. They invite friends to their ninth gathering on 29 Sept. 
No charge, but please let them know number in advance. Web site 100mcg.co.uk; 
contact them at 100mengatherings@gmail.com.

Diary  

New every week from 5 Sept: Bradford on Avon mid-week Meeting Weds 
2000-2030.

Sun 2 Sept Meeting for Worship for Business
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Mon 3 Sept 1900 Bath Inter-Faith Group evening with Cllr Patrick 
Anketell-Jones in the Mayor’s Parlour, Guildhall (by invitation)

Sat 8 Sept Ride and Stride fundraising event for Somerset Churches

Fri 21 Sept 1930 Heart of Place – a soirée of music and spoken word 
performance. Tickets on Eventbrite. Kirsten Bolwig for details. 

Sat 22 Sept 1000-1300 Interfaith Pilgrimage with Bath Interfaith Group; 
part of Bathscape walking festival. Register here (free); contact 
cejhayward@gmail.com for details

Sat 29 Sept from 1300 TEDxBath in Bath Abbey incl William Heath launching
“Bath Connect” (tickets £40 live in Abbey/free on big screen in Guildhall) 

1 Oct - 7 Oct Quaker Week

Mon 1 Oct Juliet Prager: Who are Quakers and why do they matter? 
Public lecture

Th 4 Oct: Commemorating resistance to war: evening panel discussion
 
Th 4 Oct The Conscientious Objector’s Wife: Launch of book by Kate 
MacDonald

Sun Oct 7 Area Meeting at Bath FMH

Sat 13 Oct Quaker Day of Quiet Kelston Roundhill (contact Katie for details)

Fri 2 Nov 1930 Digging the Dirt play by Multistory Theatre Company

Tue & Weds 13 & 14 Nov This Evil Thing by Michael Mears, Ustinov Theatre.
Starts 2000

Further ahead: 

BYM 2019 24–27 May, London

If you have diary dates please have speak with or email the editors, or if 
you’re reading online click   here &   type them in  . 

Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1800-1830; Wed 1030-1100
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Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting
1st Sunday of Feb, 
Apr, May, July, Sept, 
& Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing 
2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch

Articles to wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com; please include photos. 
Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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