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A Bath Quaker’s impression of Britain Yearly Meeting
Alison Harries writes

I have been an Attender at Bath Meeting for about four years. This year I decided 
to go to Britain Yearly Meeting in London, up to "head office" as it were, to see 
what Quaker things looked like from a wider angle.

It was an interesting and positive experience. Even though I only went for two of 
the full four days, it was intense and quite tiring. The programme was tightly 
packed with core sessions of Worship for Business but there were many 
additional opportunities. In addition to a good session on QF&P, I included tea, 
chat and knitting in the Pastoral Hub, which was ideally located in the Café and a 
perfect cure for heading off any feelings of it being “all a bit too much”.

I found myself in awe of those Friends whose roles were to organise, clerk, and 
write the Epistle for this Meeting. There would be many others too; whose roles I 
was only dimly aware of. It is an enormous task. I felt I was not very good at 
upholding them in this work and wondered how they felt apart from probably 
exhausted.

The core business was on the decision to revise Quaker Faith & Practice. My most 
memorable experience was sitting with about a thousand other Friends actively 
making decisions through a silence from whence came spoken ministry and then 
a Minute. Somehow a thousand people manage to park their egos outside of the 
collective identity of the Meeting. It is a quite extraordinary way to reach 
decisions. All politicians should receive an invitation to observe. Ditto most 
people who have to make decisions about the futures of others albeit it is time 
consuming and tiring.

From the decision to revise there is lots to hold. “I would like to be transformed, 
it’s just I don’t want to change” was a piece of spoken ministry that said it all.
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We do not want to lose our favourite bits of the current QF&P but it no longer 
reflects or speaks to our younger Friends and current times. Institutions are 
revered and protected because they make us feel safe from change but if they do 
not change they die and take all with them.  Friends seem to understand this and 
undertake revision with all the heartache and hard work that it involves.

The Swarthmore Lecture was delivered from our future in the person of youthful 
Chris Alton. It was an inspired choice; it was not what I expected and I was 
challenged by my own ridiculous pre conceptions and self focused thinking. This 
young man cannot be a Member of the Society of Friends because he moves 
around so much there is no Area Meeting to which he can meaningfully belong. 
There is much to think about here.

As the decision to revise QF&P was moving to being a firm commitment there 
was some profound spoken ministry about how to hold the tensions in the 
process. We need to understand that out diversity as a group can be painful and 
that true listening makes one vulnerable. This understanding might allow us to 
explore ourselves further before it becomes too difficult and we shut down.

I would go again to BYM, but would be better prepared and strategic about 
timetabling and time out. It is clearly a very important time for meeting with old 
Friends, catching up, exchange of information and finding new Friends. This is all 
very essential. The unpredicted benefit was the train travel with Friends from 
Bath Meeting. So much time to talk and get to know one another better. In the 
end I travelled for free. Huge delays on the return journey produced remarkable 
Zen patience from my companion and a full refund from GWR!

Alison Harries in the Bath Quakers' Meeting House
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Diary date: share campaign comms skills in Bristol Sat 9 June
For any Bath Quakers ready to brave the 12-minute journey into the vast 
smoking metropolis there's a Campaign Communications Skillshare at Redland 
Meeting House Sat 9 June. Details from British Quakers web site.

The training will suit those who have social action stories to tell and events 
to share, but are not yet confident about how they are communicated.
Maybe your last campaign action was a success but the press release didn't 
get picked up by the local media; maybe you are a confident social media 
user but others aren't supporting your work; maybe you've set up an event 
online but aren't sure how to draw attention to it. You may be very skilled in
some areas of communication but unsure of others - or you may be not at all
skilled, and you know you have a story to tell!

We should have applied by now but for late applications please fill in this linked 
form or email Suki Ferguson at sukif@quaker.org.uk.

Bearing witness? Or bearing whiteness?
Longstanding Bath Quaker and Zimbabwe expert Prof Diana Jeater gave this 
year’s Salter lecture, examining the complex historical relationship between 
Britain, Quakers and Africans. 

She suggested that getting to know Africa and Africans entails an inevitable 
journey into the heart of whiteness and an analysis of power and 
disempowerment. Self-awareness, she argues, should lead not to shame but to 
change. You can follow Diana on Twitter - @RoseofAcademe.

Uniform appeal for Marvellous in Zimbabwe
On a more specific point, Diana Jeater writes:

There is a Quaker bursary in Zimbabwe that supports one pupil a year to 
continue education when her family can not afford to keep her in school.
Currently, it is supporting Marvellous (photo attached), who has just finished her 
O Levels (they still do O's in Zimbabwe), and has been accepted to go on to A 
levels, where she wants to do sciences and business economics.

The school would not allow Marvellous to enrol, because she does not have the 
money to purchase the uniform. The uniform is more than the fees! It is over 
US$700!

There is no second-hand uniform system for the school, and it seems possible 
that the uniform price and stipulation is a way of keeping the school middle class 
without being overtly discriminatory. Marvellous has been supported by the 
Quakers for the past four years. She is a very sensible young woman and 
managed, despite growing and changing in many ways, to sew and alter her 
school uniform throughout those four years, to make it last. But she has to go to 
the new school to do A Levels.
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The school will let Marvellous enrol when she has the uniform: she has the O Level 
grades needed and clearly has the ability.

The Quakers cannot help because the terms of the bursary will not allow them to 
use the money for anything other than fees. And the members of Harare meeting 
are themselves all economically very challenged. So now Marvellous is stuck at 
home with her mother and the rest of her family. Her mother is the sole 
breadwinner, and she is a cleaner. There is no work for young people, so 
Marvellous cannot even help her mother by earning while she is waiting.
 
If you felt able to contribute an amount, no matter how small, to help Marvellous 
to buy the uniform, it really would make a difference. Payment should go directly 
to Friends of Hlekweni, earmarked for Marvellous' uniform. The FoH UK 
Treasurer is Roger Moore, roger@pandinus.me.uk.     UK bank details are
 

Friends of Hlekweni
The Co-operative Bank
Sort code: 08 92 99
Account number 65319891

If we raise any surplus (unlikely but possible), would you also indicate to Roger 
whether you would be willing for this to go towards the Quaker Zimbabwe 
scholarship fund (administered by Friends of Hlekweni) and perhaps consider a 
regular donation?

There is a huge amount of loving gratitude pouring your way, from both 
Zimbabwe and the Friends of Hlekweni in Milton Keynes!

In Friendship - Diana
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Windrush anniversary: celebrating the arrival 70 years ago

Judith, Shelagh, John and William have been helping Christ Church and others 
design a multicultural and interfaith event Sunday 24 June. 

The plan is that after a church service there will be – outdoors, weather 
permitting - a steel band BBQ and sound system (precise noise level yet to be 
determined). All welcome, especially those with Caribbean connections and 
sympathies. 
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In praise of cards
The recovering Christine Goodgame-Nobes writes:

Profound thanks to all my friends who have written , visited and phoned and held
me in the Light during my time in hospital and while convalescing at my lovely 
daughter’s house in Oxford. Hopefully I will dance in to see you soon.

Reviewing our Faith & Practice: Britain Yearly Meeting
Bath Quakers were well represented at a small Britain Yearly Meeting earlier in 
May. One focus - and the issue which had our Recording Clerk on Paul Parker on 
BBC Radio4 early one morning - was how Friends might revise and update our 
core text Quaker Faith & Practice.

The Meeting spoke of a "Spirit-led process of revision from much-loved 
foundations", noting that

Many voices, experiences and identities are missing from our current book. 
Since the last revision, our Quaker community and the world around us 
have changed. We need a book of discipline that reflects more closely who 
we are now, and explains how and why we do what we do.

If you want to get involved in the revision process, or have suggestions about 
particular texts see the Yearly Meeting 2018 web site. 

The full text of the Epistle produced at the end of the Yearly Meeting is available 
online or printed out at the Friends’ Meeting House in Bath.
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Tweaking our Tuesday Meeting to an earlier 1800 start
From now on Bath Quakers' weekly Tuesday evening meeting for worship will  
take place 1800-1830 at Bath Friends Meeting House. This is an hour earlier than
previously.

We hope the new time will make it easier for more people to attend, especially 
those who’ve been working in Bath for the day.

Are you Quaker-curious? You don’t have to be a Quaker to come to meetings for 
worship. Visitors and new faces always welcome. Hope to see you there!

Getting involved: committees and community
Katie Evans writes:

I introduce Yearly Meeting and Yearly Meeting Gathering to non-Quaker friends 
and family by saying they’re like a cross between an Anglican General Synod and 
Glastonbury Festival. I have to admit I’ve never been to a Synod or Glastonbury 
Festival, so I might be wildy misrepresenting all three events!

The impression I mean to give is of deep, serious consideration of church/world 
affairs alongside the joyful buzz of lots of people getting together to enjoy each 
others’ company and share common interests.

It’s a wonderful atmosphere, but it can also feel overwhelming - it’s easy to feel 
lonely in the crowd. The first time I went to Yearly Meeting I felt tired and a bit 
lost. I’m hugely grateful to the Friend from Bradford-on-Avon Meeting who 
recognised me, greeted me warmly and said ‘come and sit with us’.

This year for the first time I’ve been part of Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee 
(the planning committee for Yearly Meeting). It’s been great to see how a Yearly 
Meeting takes shape and be part of that. For me the Committee has been an 
example of the Quaker business method at its best, combining an open spirit-led 
approach with a constructive, practical willingness to get stuck in and get stuff 
done.

In Bath Meeting my way to get to know people and feel part of the community 
has been to take on roles within the Meeting (librarian, treasurer, clerk, elder - 
but not all at once!) Being on Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee has been the 
same but on a national scale. I’ve got to know people and feel much more part of 
the wider Quaker community.

At Yearly Meeting this year I was on the Pastoral Care team. Having that ‘hat’ 
(well, actually a green sash) to wear enabled me to pass on the goodwill I was 
given by that Friend from Bradford-on-Avon years ago. I spent the weekend 
smiling at people and saying ‘would you like to sit here?’ ‘how are you finding the
weekend?’ I wouldn’t have started those conversations without the role as a way 
in. It was pastoral care for me if not for anyone else!
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I would encourage everyone to consider filling in a Quaker Service Information 
Form (available from: http://www.quaker.org.uk/our-
organisation/giving/quaker-service or phone 020 7663 1121) to make your 
interests and skills known to the nominations group for national committees. 
Yearly Meeting is making a real effort at the moment to look at ways of working 
to make serving in central roles more accessible to a wider range of Friends e.g. 
to Friends who are in full time work or have caring responsibilities. So now’s a 
good time to put your name forward. And of course there are lots of 
opportunities to get involved locally. 

Speak to a member of Bath Meeting’s Nominations Committee (Alison, Izzi, June 
& Diana) to explore where your abilities/ministry and the Meeting’s needs might 
meet.

How Green is your steeplehouse?
Judith Eversley writes:

I spent two enjoyable years working for the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, advising and training people who look after places of worship. Friends 
are not alone in being stewards of buildings - often, but not always, historic - with
limited money and volunteer effort. I found I had much in common with the 
people who watch over other denominations' property. They care deeply about 
the local and global environment, and gamely incorporate sustainability into the 
work they do.

A Rocha (Portuguese for The Rock) helps church communities with this work 
through its Eco Church programme and awards. We have recently learned that 
our Quaker neighbours in Bradford on Avon achieved 'Silver' status in the Eco 
Church Awards - see their impressive report on the Bradford on Avon Quaker 
website.

Now you can find out more about making a church more sustainable at Eco 
Church's creation care workshop How Green is your Church? on Sat 16 June. It 
runs from 0930 to 1500 at Southdown Methodist Church in The Hollow, Bath 
BA2 1NJ. It is being organised by the Anglican diocese of Bath & Wells in 
collaboration with EcoChurch.

You can register online and the cost is £5 which you pay on the day.

• Special plea from Judith ... I can't go to this workshop despite it ticking 
every professional/Quaker/lifestyle/community box for me. Will someone 
go and report back? 

Reflections on Silence
Margaret Heath writes

In our series of evening conversations at the Meeting House Alison and I were 
invited to introduce the topic ”Why silence?” I referred to a hymn often sung at 
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funerals as well as on other occasions which includes the lines "Where Jesus 
knelt to share with Thee, The silence of eternity, Interpreted by love."

This led to interesting exchanges. The hymn is written by the American Quaker 
poet John Greenleaf Whittier, and is part of a much longer poem.

The “foolish ways” to which the writer refers were the practice of attempting to 
reach God by eating mushrooms which induced hallucinations, which had 
become all too popular. The Quaker view, voiced by many leading writers, is that 
God can best be reached by silent listening to discern his will and that this should
lead to action.

Hey – Quakers at Hay (plus: why Bath Quaker News is late)
Last week was Hay Literary Festival. Two Quakers featured prominently at the 
recent Hay Literary Festival: Jocelyn Bell Burnell, distinguished scientist from 
Bradford on Avon, spoke about a Quaker approach to science. Award-winning 
Sally Nicholls, author of best-selling Ways To Live Forever spoke about her new 
book Close Your Pretty Eyes.

Editors' note: Hay also welcomed fresh from Bath legendary Harlem civil rights 
activist The Last Poets, whose eventful visit to Bath was organised by William 
and Aliya Heath. The Poets came to undertake an intimate benefit performance at
Fairfield, the former House of Haile Selassie I. 

They left a lasting impression, and not just as marvellous houseguests and 
spellbinding performers. Aliya tore a shoulder muscle fluffing an extra-large 
duvet for the giant percussionist Baba. It will take 6-8 weeks to recover; all this 
has taken a toll on the serene routine in the Editors' household. All this is a 
roundabout way of getting to an apology that June's Bath Quaker News is a week 
late.

Off to Hay: putting the Poets on the train at Bath Spa. 
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Diary  
Th 7 June 1800 End-of-life matters: Training of RUH staff caring for 
dying patients: Speakers: Rachel Davis and Petrena Heffernan

Sat 16th June How green is our place of worship? Creation care workshop 
Diocese of Bath & Wells with EcoChurch at Southdown Methodist Church

Wed 20 June 1900 End-of-life matters: Lasting Power of Attorney: legal 
speaker preceded by a simple supper at 1800 food provided

Sun 24 June Bath IFG Windrush Service followed by music and BBQ Christ 
Church, Julian Road

Mon 25 June 1900 Women in Religion: Bath IFG with Elvira Pearson and Sue 
Dawkins

Sat 1 July Bike Bath fundraiser for Genesis Trust & others

Wed 18 July 1900 End-of-life matters: Summing up

18-25 Aug Friends Southern Summer Events Junior Gathering (11-14 year 
olds) Leighton Park near Reading

If you have diary dates please have speak with or email the editors, or if 
you’re reading online click   here &   type them in  . 

Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1800-1830; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting
1st Sunday of Feb, 
Apr, May, July, Sept, 
& Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing 
2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch

Editors: William Heath & Sophia Heath; email wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com
Every day is web site deadline; articles to us when you can. Please include photos. 

Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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