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Friends Meeting House, York Street: decision time
After months stretching into years of research, deliberation and discernment July
is decision time for the strategic future of the Friends Meeting House in York 
Street. The work first of the Long Term Vision group and more recently the 
Meeting House Development Group brings us to a Threshing Meeting, followed 
by Meeting for Business 

At the Threshing Meeting the Meeting House Development Group presented a 
superbly logical outline of the questions and decisions we face as a Meeting. 

The question comes down, as one Friend put it, to what we as Quakers in Bath 
want to be, and what do Bath Quakers want to do? 
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Some Friends acknowledged their long-standing attachment to our historic, 
characterful Meeting House. But the grade 2 listed building itself has needs; do 
we want to meet them?

Bath and our local district is evolving and will see change in coming years. The 
huge investment in Bath Abbey’s footprint project and in Bath & NE Somerset 
Council’s world heritage site visitor centre has started. 

A significant percentage of Bath’s currently 5.7m visitors a year will come in 
either from nearby Bath Spa station or up York Street right past our neoclassical 
Greek columns. Do we want to reach out to them, and if so in what way? 

This is the month to decide. 

Sanctuary Everywhere: should Bath Quakers be part of it?
Quakers are campaigning on the closure of Detention Centres. Should Bath 
become a Sanctuary Meeting? We have a Meeting for Information on the subject: 
Thursday July 5 at 1930. 

Diana Page explains the background:

Meeting for Sufferings has asked all local meetings to consider whether or 
not they wish to become Sanctuary Meetings for Refugees. The specific aim 
is to have Detention Centres shut down. This meeting will set out the ways in
which we might respond so that we may make an informed decision at 
September’s Meeting for Business. 

Please try to come; 122 local meetings have already decided to become 
Sanctuary Meetings and, regardless of our final decision, it is important that
as many of us as possible are involved in the process.

There's a shared simple supper available at 1830.

By "Sanctuary Meeting" British Quakers mean a Meeting that is committed to:

    1. Joining local initiatives to build a culture of welcome
    2. Building alliances with groups opposing racism
    3. Working with others to change the laws on destitution, detention, 
deportations and removals.

British Quakers' position is set out in the Sanctuary Everywhere Manifesto. 
Quakers believe that migration policy should be based on human rights and the 
asylum process based on compassion. 

Quakers oppose indefinite detention. Friends are campaigning for the closure of 
all detention centres, and seeking new more peaceful routes for migration.
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Armed Forces Day: there is a better way 
British Quakers are working to challenge the rising tide of militarism in Britain. 
As part of the Rethinking Security project, Friends have teamed up with 
ForcesWatch to create trial lesson resources for secondary schools.

Our Friend Abbey Thornton designed this #EverydayMilitarism poster in time for 
30 June (the Ministry of Defence’s Armed Forces Day).

• Join Bath Quakers and Bath Stop War campaigners outside the Abbey most 
Saturday mornings 1130-1230. .

The conscientious objector’s wife
Our Friend Kate Macdonald, newly of Bath Meeting, published her new book The 
Conscientious Objector's Wife through her publishing company Handheld Press, 
on 25 June. Kate writes:

Frank and Lucy Sunderland were Christians, pacifists and international 
socialists, who attended Howgills and other Meetings around Letchworth 
with their three children during the First World War. In October 1916 Frank
presented himself for arrest at Hitchin police station, as he was now 
willingly breaking the Military Services Act by refusing to join the armed 
services as an absolutist conscientious objector. He was court-martialled 
and sent to prison, and remained incarcerated for two and half years. Lucy 
was prepared for his arrest, but not for such a long cumulative sentence, 
and their letters - nearly 200,000 words - reveal her struggles to make a 
living, raise their three young children, and support Frank in his ordeal. She 
was the rock that their family rested on, a feminist, a devout Christian and 
Attender, and as passionate about self-improvement and reading for her 
education as Frank was. 

Kate was shown the letters by Frank and Lucy's grandchildren, and has edited 
them into a narrative with detailed evidence of domestic life in wartime, the 
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Quaker network that supported COs in Hertfordshire and beyond, and a love 
story in separation.

The book was launched at Friends House London 27 June. It will again be 
celebrated in November, on the anniversary of Frank's court-martial, at 
Letchworth. You can buy it (also Kindle and ePub versions) via the Handheld 
Press website, or order it from one of our lovely local independent bookshops.

South West Churches eco-conference
Our Friend Lin attended the West of England Churches’ 16 June Eco Conference 
at Southdown Methodist Church in Bath. 

She can provide what she describes as "a partial report of an enlightening, 
disturbing and inspiring day".  

It’s also available – like all our news - on Bath Quakers’ web site 
BathQuakers.org.uk.

Now more than ever: CND book launch at FMH York Street
Judith Eversley writes:

Standing outside Bath Abbey on the Saturday peace vigils down the decades, I 
have heard every pro-nuclear-weapons argument in the canon, most of which 
boil down to: “We’ve got them so we have to keep them” (or even more 
reductively “We’ve got them because … we’ve got them”). We counter  these 
assertions and keep on campaigning, buoyed by small breakthroughs and minor 
triumphs - but even so, now and again one flags. I for one occasionally need an 
infusion of energy, argument and inspiration.

Bath Stop War (the post-2001 incarnation of Bath CND, Bath Campaign Against 
Arms Trade and Stop the War Coalition) has a good record of bringing in 
nationally and internationally known speakers to provide this welcome boost. 
Bruce Kent, Natalie Bennett, Jeremy Corbyn, Jo Wilding, Alan Simpson MP have 
all spoken in Bath - usually in our Meeting House.

The latest is Kate Hudson, General Secretary of national CND. She visited in May 
to launch her book CND - Now More Than Ever: The Story of a Peace Movement, 
dedicating a copy to Bath Quakers for our library.

In her presentation she debunked myths about nuclear weapons ‘keeping the 
peace’ (try telling that to the victims of 250 major wars since 1945) and the 
supposed value of Mutually Assured Destruction, now supplanted by advances in 
technology which made ‘first strike’ a possibility.  Kate’s emphasis was on the 
need to deal with the world as it is, hostile and tense, anxious about resource 
shortages, cyber-crime, climate change and habitat destruction. Peace-building, 
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confidence-building measures, new approaches to common security: all these are
possible and CND speaks up for them, as always.

You can still buy the book at the special launch price of £10 (talk to Judith). 

How can we make Bath a co-operative city?
Under the guidance of the Bath & West co-operative party co-operators of all 
colours met at Bath Quakers' Meeting House Saturday 2 June. We heard about 
tech co-operatives, about the new Bath co-operative alliance, and local co-op 
initiatives including Bath & West Community Energy,  The Bell Inn, Bath City FC 
and the newly community-owned Komedia Bath comedy club.

For more background on Quakers and co-operativism see Ed Mayo's book Short 
history of co-operation and mutuality (free download available).

Eid Mubarak! عيد مبارك Celebration in Henrietta Park
People of various faiths and none joined Bath's Muslims in celebrating Eid, the 
end of Ramadan and a month of fasting. There was food, crafts, henna tattoos, 
food, sweets and bouncy castles in Henrietta Park. 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar (which uses the lunar 
calendar, unlike the Western solar calendar).

Quaker gender & sexuality diversity weekend: Woodbrooke
Wren Sidhe attended. Here is her report:

We had a presentation of the history of our group, which originates from the 
Friends Homosexual Fellowship. Nowadays the word ‘homosexual’ doesn’t sum 
up the diversity of our membership, which includes lesbians, gays, bisexuals, 
transgender men and women, queers, asexuals and people who define as non-
binary.

The first thing we did was to check which pronouns people wanted to be known 
by. Most of the weekend was confidential as people shared their hopes and fears 
and some of the terrible things that had happened to them because of their 
sexuality or gender choices.

It was a hugely challenging weekend because the debates that have been recently
in The Friend concerning the Gender Recognition Act played themselves out 
among our membership. I had gone along to the weekend feeling like a mixture 
of Tigger and Roo bouncing my happy way there thinking ‘hooray, I’m going to be 
among my people’. Any bounce was quickly demolished in the opening session as 
we wrestled with this and created our ground rules.
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As the weekend went on, I decided that my role should be to uphold the 
facilitators, despite the fact that I felt my identity was dissolving. There was a 
pressure on me by some to be a gender critical lesbian feminist who therefore 
wouldn’t accept the right of self determination and self definition by trans 
people. I am someone who asks themselves what love requires of me. My answer 
to that is never to exclude anyone. Strangely, although having had a xtian up 
bringing, I began to understand Jesus in a way that I never have before and 
thought ‘maybe I could like this guy’. This was thanks to someone who spoke to 
me of their mental health struggles and how important Jesus was for them 
because he hung out with the outcasts.

One thing I did over the weekend was to collect the bad names that had been 
flung at us to turn them into a transformative poem which I’m still working on.

Quakers: the Lobbying Act is a problem
Quakers "speak truth to power" and we say the Lobbying Act is a problem, says 
Recording Clerk Paul Parker.

Fear of non-compliance is making civil society cautious, when we should be 
bold. It isolates charities from one another when we should be building 
movements for change. It makes charities quiet and compliant when we 
should be noisy and challenging. That's not what our stakeholders want of 
us. A weakened civil society voice weakens us all.

The Sheila McKechnie Foundation has just published research on how the law is 
affecting charity and voluntary sector campaigning.

A further reflection on silence 
Alison Harries writes
I am writing this from recall as I released all my notes to the universe via the 
paper recycling. It is interesting, of itself, to see what I choose to remember.
This was an evening where Margaret and I had agreed to share our thoughts as to
why Quakers worship in silence and then to move into some shared group time.

Margaret started the evening and even as she spoke I was struck both by how 
similar some of the ground we covered was and yet how very different our angle 
of approach. It was a very positive experience for me. Margaret has a calm, clear 
voice and that is a treat in itself.

When my turn came to speak I began with reflecting that in fact it is not silence 
that I sit with but quietness; the cessation of speech. I turned to the dictionary for
some definitions. Silence means the absence of any sound and in fact our brains 
do not like to feel disconnected from our environment. No sound, no light, no 
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touch and total lack of sensory information are a form of torture.  Quietness is 
not the same. The word comes from Middle English where it was used to express 
peaceable options as opposed to conflict, and often in the military sense. Very 
Quaker; I knew I was onto something!

Having settled that I was dealing with quietness, I then reflected that this was 
neither new, nor restricted to Quaker worship. Quietness has been a core value 
for thousands of years across the great religions. The Hindu Bhagavad Gita, the 
great poem to the god Krishna honours it. The Zen Buddhist meditative practice 
and the Desert Fathers of the early Eastern Christian Church all understood its 
vital significance. It seems that Western Christianity became rather word-driven 
with text and liturgy. Mrs Moore, the character in EM Forster’s A Passage to India 
frames this as “poor little talkative Christianity” when she hears an echo in a cave
and realises that all Christianity’s words amount to nothing more. This may all 
seem a bit harsh as some text and liturgy is beautiful but it makes a point.

Perhaps it is Quakers to the rescue with a return to some quiet or ‘silent’ worship
for those that need that?

I think that perhaps at this point my talk may have gone a bit haywire for some as
I ventured forth into some neuroanatomy and brain function. (To give this some 
context my last job, before retirement, was on a Stroke Unit, so I have some 
experience of brain function and dysfunction) The brain gives a lot of its motor 
space (ie the bit that generates movement) to our hands, mouths tongue and 
speech apparatus.  It is as though the brain itself sees this as very important. 
Think of a person shouting and waving their hands. This can be represented in a 
homunculus or little man image, which I brought along. But this motor space is 
quite a small part of the whole brain, so what exactly is the rest doing? Well, quite
a lot is about taking in sensory information, touch, vision, hearing and processing
that. Yet, even so, there is a very large amount of space in which we really don’t 
know exactly what happens.  I think it is to this space that I go when I turn off my 
speech and listening and moving and quieten those endless thoughts that feed 
the restless cycle. It is in this space that I may meet God and sometimes even be 
aware of it. I live in hope. I suppose this is my Garden of Eden space where I 
might meet God, if I can just be present in it, with all the busy distractions 
quietened.

So, this is my reasoning for “Why Silence?”. I know it is nothing new and has been
much discussed before but I am grateful for the opportunity to have made myself 
think about it in order to share that with others. Margaret brought some 
wonderful passages to read; I will conclude with some lines from the Bhagavad 
Gita.
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In this quietness
Falls down the burden of all my sorrows,
For when the heart has found quietness
Wisdom has also found peace.

This is etched into the window of the chapel in Dorothy House, Winsley. A wise 
and compassionate choice for those that find themselves reading it, in silence.

First mindful knitting; now it’s the knitted Bible!
The Methodist housing charity MHA is bringing a "knitted Bible" to Bath. This 
may appeal to Friends, among whom mindful knitting events and tapestry hold 
special appeal.

A knitted Jesus presides over a tasty-looking knitted last supper.

The knitted Bible is in Bath Mon 9-Sun 15 July this year. Sarah Crockett (BAT 
community co-ordinator at MHA) writes:

It began life as just a couple of scenes created by United Reform Church 
Hartlepool, and grew to the amazing 33 scenes it now shares.  The Display 
has been on tour for the last 10 years, but this will be its first visit to a Care 
Home.  Come and help us to celebrate 75 years of the Methodist Homes 
Association by visiting the exhibition!

They're seeking stewards; training and endless tea and cake is offered. Please 
contact Sarah.

Windrush thanksgiving event at Christ Church Julian Road
Carribean elders led the dancing after an emotionally powerful Windrush 70th 
anniversary commemoration held Sunday 24 June at Christ Church Julian Road.

Conceived by Revd Lore Chumbley the event was planned together with BEMSCA 
Bath Interfaith Group and Bath Quakers including John and Shelagh James, Judith
Eversley and Margaret and William Heath. It came complete with music and 
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Caribbean BBQ, and gave an important chance to reflect on how our community 
has welcomed newcomers, what living in Bath means to all of us and the 
implications of the "hostile environment".

"How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?" The Elders jumped to their 
feet when DJ Marick Baxter put on the classic Rivers of Babylon.

The Christ Church event proved, 70 years ago and again now, that Bath can 
welcome immigrants. The celebration was a joyous reminder how much 
Caribbean immigrants - despite the difficulties they have faced and continue to 
face - have contributed and continue to contribute to our community 
professionally, culturally and in spirit.

Diary  

Sat 1 July Bike Bath fundraiser for Genesis Trust & others

Wed 18 July 1900 End-of-life matters: Summing up

18-25 Aug Friends Southern Summer Events Junior Gathering (11-14 year 
olds) Leighton Park near Reading

If you have diary dates please have speak with or email the editors, or if 
you’re reading online click   here &   type them in  . 

Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1800-1830; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting
1st Sunday of Feb, 13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
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Apr, May, July, Sept, 
& Nov

(Preparative Meeting)

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing 
2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch

Articles to wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com; please include photos. 
Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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