
Bath Quaker News March 2018

Bath Quakers and 60 years of CND
To celebrate 60 years of CND a new book, CND at 60, is launched 8 March in the 
Quaker Centre Bookshop in London. Ekklesia writes:

Since its inception at the height of the Cold War, CND has campaigned 
tirelessly for the end of nuclear weapons. From the very beginning Quakers 
have supported this work and will continue to do so. 

Bath Quakers have a long history with the CND.

Judith Eversley sent in two pictures, and writes “I knew that the head boy of 
City of Bath Boys School (now Beechen Cliff) was later a member of Bath Meeting
- but more recently the head girl of City of Bath Girls (now Hayesfield) joined us 
too! Not many current members will remember Peter Jones who was in Bath 
in the early 1980s, but many will remember Dorothy Jerrome.” 
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The second photo is from the 2003 Stop the War demo featuring the late Edrey 
Allott (front, centre) and Elmay Kirkpatrick (just behind her and to the right).

Sharing the experience of silence
Katie Evans writes

What are your experiences of silence? And what was happening in those 
silences? I put these questions to an ecumenical group of spiritual directors 
training at Sarum College last week. I spent the day with them exploring Quaker 
spirituality, listening and silence. 

My own experiences of silence include: 

• Being my myself in nature, allowing my attention to shift from self-centred
busyness and preoccupation to a wider, deeper awareness, and with it a 
sense of spaciousness and peace. 

• Sharing silence with a friend. This silence told me that I was loved 
unconditionally. It made it possible for me to come to terms with aspects 
of myself I usually avoid looking at and to trust a sense of being invited to 
something new.

• The communal silence of a Quaker meeting one Sunday, which carried the 
weight of my worry and hurt, giving me the sense of being borne up, 
supported. The silence made it possible for me to grieve and heal. 

But silence isn’t always positive. There’s a world of difference between freely 
chosen silence and, for example, an imposed silence of oppression or an 
unwanted silence of loneliness. Between the group we had experienced many 
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sorts of silence: silences of life, joy, peace, integration, anger, pain, threat, 
rejection. So what sort of silence is Quaker silence? 

For me Quaker silence is first and foremost a listening silence. We are listening 
for love and truth, for God and God’s guidance. It’s also a communal silence: the 
silence in a meeting for worship is a shared silence that we create together, which
links us to one another. Meeting for worship is more like a dance or orchestra 
than an exam hall. And it is hopefully a communicative silence. If God is a God 
who listens, then the listening silence may give us glimpses of the nature of God. 
Strangely enough, we also get to know each other in the shared silence.

But perhaps silence isn’t the right word. It’s not about the absence of noise per 
se. Would stillness, awareness, attentiveness be better words?

The group I was with last week explored the possibilities sharing silence might 
offer in the context of spiritual direction and had a go at holding clearness 
meeting. Clearness meetings are small group meetings to listen to and with a 
friend to support them in their personal discernment. I think they’re one of the 
gems of the Quaker discernment toolkit and would love them to be more widely 
used. Do get in touch with me if you’re interested in having a clearness meeting.

I’m hugely grateful to the group for giving me fresh perspectives on the shared 
silence I’ve come to take for granted. I was reminded that silence can be 
uncomfortable, especially at first, that it can be a risk. But the group also affirmed
for me of the wonderful riches that can come in silence. That if we take the risk of
stepping back to create a little space, “God shows up” (as one participant said).

One insight from the day is that the quality of a shared silence depends on the 
quality of the relationship between those sharing it. In a domineering, punitive 
relationship there’s little chance of silence being experienced as a hospitable, 
loving spaciousness and visa versa. 

I also learnt that it can be helpful to be explicit about offering silence, and 
sometimes to time it, e.g. to agree to share five minutes’ silence. Explicitly saying 
‘shall we have a bit of quiet?’ helps to avoid the silence being awkward, with the 
person who you are sharing with wondering if they ought to be filling it. It also 
gives an element of choice rather than being an imposition. For some, a timed 
silence felt like a protected, caring space. 

How good are we at welcoming newcomers to Quaker worship? Do we let them 
know what to expect so that they can feel comfortable and take part? Or, nervous 
of being prescriptive, do we sometimes leave people to flounder in an unfamiliar, 
risky silence? 
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The 2018 Bath Quakers’ all-age party
Meredith Freeman writes:

Many people of different shapes and sizes, some familiar to me and others not so 
(amazing what happens if I turn my back for a moment!) arrived for the Quaker 
all-age party (formerly known as the Annual Quaker Talent Show). Many carried 
plates, bowls and boxes and in one notable instance, a thermos. There was much 
chatting, eating and playing . The Meeting House was full of noise, with an 
interval of a few moments of silence during the meal.
 
After hot teas and coffees to warm our chilly selves we were entertained by a 
host of poets, several musicians, a couple actors, a soloist and a choir.  During the 
show Ophelia, Juliet, a binman, birds and wildlife and Herring Girl made 
appearances. We heard tell of a couple of knife crimes and the Yeti too. Otto 
Lenghi sent a delicious dish via a valiant representative and some clever person 
brought dates stuffed with marzipan.

Margaret Heath adds:

Our annual social gathering was well attended and there was no shortage of food 
nor entertainment. A second table had to be put up to hold all the goodies 
Friends brought in profusion, although not excess. Buckwheat, sweet potato, 
pizza, lentils were all popular as were chocolates and cookies. As we started at 
6pm some came in after others had finished but there was plenty for all.

After supper chairs were rearranged and the performance started. There is a lot 
of talent; we were treated to readings, a play and performances on a variety of 
instruments. The suggestion we might play games was not taken up; this might 
make a change for another year perhaps? The atmosphere was warm and 
friendly as ever and it was a great chance for people to get to know each other.

A generous shared meal set the tone for the 2018 all-age Friends party in January. 
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Quaker history: of Irish Meeting Houses and cornerstones
Simon Baker writes

My great-grandfather, Daniel Alesbury, left England as a young man and went to 
Ireland, settling in the town of Edenderry where he founded a flourishing timber 
dealership and wood-working business. At that time he became a Friend, joining 
the local Meeting, and married a member of a local Quaker family.

In 1913 Edenderry Meeting celebrated the centenary of their current Meeting 
House. To mark the occasion, Daniel Alesbury was asked to give a talk on 'The 
History of Friends in Edenderry'. I have a photocopy of the typewritten script of 
the talk, obtained from one of my father's cousins.

The talk runs to over 2200 words. Here is the final section, where Daniel talks 
about the decline of other Meeting Houses in the area. His closing remarks are in 
a style which I think would not be used by many Friends today!

Spot the resemblance: Daniel Alesbury from Edenderry in Ireland, great-
grandfather of our Friend Simon Baker.

from History of Friends in Edenderry - An Essay by Daniel Alesbury

Read at the Centenary gathering at Edenderry
10th Month 1913

I do not think I have told you much about our Meeting House, for the good reason 
that we do not know much to tell. We know that there was an old building behind 
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the present one and as it was too small and too old, the present one was built. At 
the time it was built there must have been every prospect of its being filled. 

Besides this meeting house there are also meeting houses at Brackna, Timahoe and 
Roosk, which is near Mount Wilson. I have been told by a Roman Catholic who lives 
near the ruins of Timahoe Meeting House that the clay the bricks were made from 
was obtained from a field on his farm which is to this day called the "Brick-field". 
The bricks of the meeting house were recently sold by the present owner and his 
action in doing so was commented upon by his Roman Catholic neighbour as being 
not a nice thing to have done.

I have also been told another tale about the Brackna Meeting House, and that is 
that the owner of the land on which it stands used some of the large stones in the 
building of a barn, but he became so uneasy at what he had done that he could not 
sleep at night, and he eventually took the stones out of the new building, and put 
them back into the old walls as exactly as he could into their original position.

Perhaps having said this much you will allow me to close, and referring again to 
the removal of the corner stones by the farmer, it seems to convey another thought. 
What has become of our corner stones? Where are they? Many have been called to 
their eternal home, but the Chief Corner Stone remains with us, the Foundation, 
ever sure, whose mercy we crave, and which endureth for ever. To this we turn as do
all other professing Christians, stripped of all doctrine and ritual, and cry, Abba, 
Father save!

Mistranslations, missing vowels and the gender of God
Margaret Heath writes 

Temple Theology and Care of creation was the promising title of a recent Modern 
Church talk in Bath by leading Methodist theologian Dr Margaret Barker, a 
Hebrew scholar who has developed an approach to Bible studies known as 
“Temple Theology”.

She is controversial but gave much food for thought. Her study of the Hebrew 
Scriptures led her to conclude that the most important Old Testament covenant 
was between God and humankind: that we should remain in a right relationship 
of loving kindness with our creator and if this broke down chaos followed. 

Her comments on translations from Hebrew and the deliberate mistranslation 
were of great interest. Hebrew, as Friends may be aware, has no vowels and all 
the words are run together. Puns are frequent and some words cannot be 
translated into other tongues eg the all important “loving kindness”. Dominion 
and stewardship are not in the Hebrew. “Be fruitful and multiply” could better be 
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put, “be glorious and be great” and “fill the earth and subdue it” “fill the earth 
with glory and bind it together”.

Adam was not specifically male, but a person partly female. Throughout the Old 
Testament “wisdom” or “the Holy Spirit” attracts a female verb.

See diary for Modern Church’s next speaker Canon Bob Reiss on Sat 12 May.

The online article attracted this comment from Martin Palmer: 

This was fascinating to read. Margaret Barker is one of the most powerful 
rethinkers of our relationship with a text – The Hebrew Bible/Old Testament – 
which we think we know but frankly has been barely scratched by the Church. I 
don’t always go all the way with what she says but certainly she asks us to look 
again at concepts which to be honest have often crippled Christians intellectually, 
emotionally and psychologically. The issue of the gender of God is a major one. 
Essentially the imagery of God as an old man is a fusion between the face of Zeus in 
the temple of Olympia and the image of the Roman Emperor seated on his throne. 
Hence we talk in the Creed about Christ being seated on the right hand of God 
which is where the heir apparent of the Roman Emperor sat. So little of our 
imagery of God is actually Biblical!

Friends House calling: new newsletter; bursaries
Friends House is offering a new newsletter promising the best of Britain 
Yearly Meeting’s digital content. Quake! the new monthly email will include 
discussion and exploration of Quaker life and worship, insights into faith-
based activism, and links to new publications as well as the latest news, 
events and public statements from BYM. It replaces the Quaker Life Network 
monthly email. Sign up to Quake! at: http://bit.ly/quakemail 

Look! Bath isn't the only grand Quaker Meeting House in the country. Pic: 
Friends House, Euston 
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Friends House also writes to offer Adult Education grants for Quaker 
members and attenders. This includes vocational, further or higher 
education or continuing professional development. The grants are 
particularly aimed at those studying to equip themselves to serve society 
and/or Quakers in Britain. See the grant-making page of the Quakers in 
Britain website: www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/grant-making/adult-
education. Closing date 30 April. Contact: Ann Pfeiffer annp@quaker.org.uk
020 7663 1053.

February: a poem by Brenda Claxton

Wet and damp.
Cold and shivery.
The monotonous weather
Continues.
 
Except.
 
Yesterday was the exception.
Yesterday the sun
Shone bright
In the blue sky.
 
Birds began to welcome spring.
Carouselling a new year.
A lilting song
Filled the cold clear air,
Bringing joy
To my heart.
 
A sky lark sings.
Clear and loud.
Whilst flying
Straight
Across my path.
 
Its tiny body
Filled with energy
Calling, calling,
As it flies.
 
The mahonia bush
Flooded with blossoms.
Fills the air
With its glorious scent.
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 It can only be Spring.
Welcomed by all
As the dismal days of winter
Lift their heads,
Allowing the earth
To breathe once again.
--
Brenda Claxton, Feb 2018

Diary date: Friends Southern Summer junior gathering

Epic diary (thanks to Judith for getting this back on track) 
Fri 9 March International Women's Day

Mon 12 Mar 1930-2130 What can the church do about modern slavery? 
Manvers Street Baptist Church; contact; for bookings click here  ,   mail 
modernslavery@bathwells.anglican.org or call 01749 670777. 
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Wed 14 Mar 1215 Chris Parrott funeral at Haycombe Crematorium. All 
Friends welcome. Refreshments after at The Boathouse, Newbridge. Please 
tell Judith Eversley (judith.eversley@gmail.com or 07807 923 178 by Tue 6 
Mar if you are intending
to come to The Boathouse.

Sat 7 April 1030-1630 God words and us with Alex Wildwood at Exeter FMH

Fri 4-Mon 7 May Britain Yearly Meeting Friends House, London

Sat 12 May Canon Bob Reiss on Sceptical Christianity – organised by West 
Country Modern Church (usually Manvers St; please check for location)

Sat 16th June Creation care workshop Diocese of Bath & Wells with 
EcoChurch at Southdown Methodist Church

Sat 1 July Bike Bath fundraiser for Genesis Trust & others

18-25 Aug Friends Southern Summer Events Junior Gathering (11-14 year 
olds) Leighton Park near Reading

If you have diary dates please have speak with or email the editors, or if 
you’re reading online click   here &   type them in  . 

Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1900-1930; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting FMH York St
1st Sunday of Feb, Apr, 
May, July, Sept, & Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

FMH York St

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing FMH
2nd Sun even months 13:00 Favourite Passages from the Bible 

and Quaker Faith & Practice 
FMH York St

2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group FMH York St
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch FMH York St

Editors: William Heath & Sophia Heath; email wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com
Every day is web site deadline; articles to us when you can. Please include photos. 

Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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