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Invitation: Friendly conversations on big topics
Kate Evans writes:

You are invited to Bath Quakers’ 2018 spring conversation evenings:

• Thurs 5 April: Where are your roots?

• Fri 20 April: Who or what is God for you?

• Thurs 3 May: Why silence?

All at Bath Friends Meeting House.  Arrive from 1900 for refreshment, 1930 start,
finish by 2045. We’ll start each evening with two Quakers speaking briefly about 
their response to the topic.  Then there will be an opportunity for everyone to 
ponder and share their own response.

All welcome. Come to explore your spiritual journey with friends; to have 
conversations about questions of depth and meaning in life; to listen and to be 
listened to. Further dates and topics to be confirmed. Please contact Katie Evans  
if you’re interesting in contributing as an introductory speaker.

Bath Quakers invite you to conversations that explore some big questions: with 
refreshment, in Friendship.
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Epistle from QCEA
Sally Harris writes: 

QCEA - one of the charities Bath Quakers supports - issued its epistle at the end 
of its general assembly in Brussels:

We are thrilled that a year after the transition process, the Quaker Council 
for European Affairs (QCEA) has become an even more outward looking, 
professional, and dynamic organisation, posing an inspiring challenge to 
current political and social trends. In a European climate of exclusion and 
scapegoating there is a need for the voice of belief and values -- which was 
present at the foundation of the EU -- to be heard again.

They write about the swing to populism, disengagement from multiculturalism, 
and a lack of basic attitudes of care for the dispossessed and dislocated, adding 

 We are also concerned that important decisions within EU bodies are being 
taken non-democratically behind closed doors.

QCEA’s two main programmes are on  Human Rights and Peace, addressing child 
immigration detention, and hate speech online. They also report: .

EU organisations are undergoing a process of militarisation. The EU is 
rapidly investing in a common European military force in the form of the 
Permanent Structured Cooperation on security and defence (PESCO) and is 
using development funds for military training and hardware.

QCEA promotes Quaker values at the European level. It just published Building 
Peace Together, with 40 tools and 80 examples of nonviolent peacebuilding.

Bethlehem Marathon runners raise funds for HIRN
Ali Morgan writes:

On Friday 23 March thousands of runners took part in the Bethlehem Marathon 
and a large team of runners completed the course to raise funds for Hebron 
International Resources Network (HIRN). The team included Veronica - one of 
eight Brits, including myself and other Quakers and Ecumenical Accompaniers 
who are trustees of a new proto-charity called Friends of HIRN UK. 
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HIRNs founder, Hamed and his whole family were running, even Hamed's 3 
month old son Suhaib went along! And there were 20 Bedouin runners from Uhm
al Khair, one of the West Bank villages that HIRN is supporting, which is 
threatened with complete displacement by the Israeli occupation authorities.

Hebron International Resources Network (HIRN) does amazing work to keep 
Palestinians on their land and resist the Israel's policies of ethnic cleansing. HIRN
provides practical solutions for threatened communities in and around Hebron 
and Bethlehem. We build and equip schools and homes, support community 
enterprises and individuals, provide solar electricity and other needs that might 
otherwise force people to leave their villages. Friends of HIRN UK was set up to 
support this work through fundraising. Currently we are being generously 
assisted by Amos Trust who provide financial services and facilitate the transfer 
funds to HIRN.

Friends of HIRN UK needs your support to help Palestinians stay on their land. 
Please donate, either online or by setting up a regular direct debit.

Thank you
In Friendship
Ali Morgan

Young Friends from Maryland visit Bath 
A party of US & international students from Sandy Springs Friends School in 
Maryland - https://www.ssfs.org/ - visited Bath Friends Meeting House late 
March.
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The group were beginning a week's tour of the UK that included stops in Bristol, 
Salisbury & points beyond.

Treasurer’s report for 2017
Sally Harris writes:

This was a relatively calm year for the Treasurer after the pressures of 2016 
when large sums of money were moving in and out in preparation for Genesis’s 
arrival downstairs. I was able to put my mind to relaunching the appeal and to 
providing figures for the Long Term Vision Group, helping Friends decide what 
best to do after BANexit (ie after the Council stop using our upper floor).

Let’s start with your total annual giving. This came to £18,740, very similar to the
year before as it turns out. Bath Friends allocated £8,772 to Britain Yearly 
Meeting, £4,737 to Area Meeting, and £5,231 to Bath; this gave BYM and AM a 
little more than in 2016 and Bath a little less (£437 less, to be precise). Thank 
you as always, Friends, for your support for Bath Meeting and for Quaker work 
overall.

The Big Picture: Bath Meeting Finances in 2017 shows the £5,231 annual giving 
to Bath as the first item in the first box because your support forms the financial 
bedrock of our meeting.

Most unusually, we also received significant donations from three of our local 
LMs which had more reserves than they needed. If you glance along the top line 
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of boxes, you’ll see £4,000 in Donations and £5,050 in Meeting House 
Refurbishment.

Moving down the first column, total donations to support the life of the meeting 
came to £10,527. Expenditure, described in the box below, ranged over the usual 
categories – newsletter, library books, bursaries, children’s class, Quaker 
charities. It included a Quiet Day but no outreach. This expenditure came to 
£2,082. All in all, income for the Life of the Meeting (ie everything except 
premises-related) exceeded costs by £8,445.

The second column of the Big Picture has a big leap up in Lettings from £27,541 
in 2016 to £37,736 in 2017 due to a full year of income from Genesis. EPC 
increased their charges significantly which ate into our big leap, so to speak. We 
spent £3,996 on decorating the lower hall which now looks lovely. Also, AM paid 
£3,614 to refurbish the lower kitchen but that figure is in their accounts rather 
than ours. Routine costs increased as usual, such that we’d spent £39,973 by the 
end of year and premises costs exceeded income by £1,637.

Combining this with the £8,445 surplus income mentioned earlier, meant that 
the General Fund increased by £6,808 to £18,587. So a good year, overall.
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As I hope you all know, the Meeting House Appeal was relaunched in the autumn.
Appeal donations started coming in pretty fast once the letters to LMs had been 
posted out, and we’d received £11,556 by the end of the year. The third column of
the Big Picture includes this figure in the top box. It cost £451 getting the appeal 
material ready, and we spent £1,767 on fees starting to prepare tenders for the 
internal work. 

Altogether, we received £14,388 more than we spent and the Meeting House 
Refurbishment Appeal ended the year with £17,355.
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Tuesday’s Meeting for Worship
Katie Evans writes

Belated ‘happy birthday’ to Bath’s Tuesday evening meeting for worship, now 
two years old! I asked friends why they come to Tuesday evening meeting for 
worship and what they like about it. Here are some of their responses:

“The worship is deep; tea and conversation afterwards is companionable.”

“It can be a welcome break from a hectic week and a time to reconnect to 
the more spiritual side of life in the midst of the constant busyness of 
modern life.”

“I like the fact that one can attend a meeting for worship in the week, 
precious at any time but especially when one is unable to attend on a 
Sunday.”

“I find it really helpful as there is just the silence and no planning in my head
about notices to be heard or given...”

“Due to the small size of the meeting, I feel that the meeting and coffee 
afterwards is more of a collective group
activity … different conversations can take place in that ... atmosphere.”

We often have newcomers and visitors. Their presence and contribution is very 
welcome. It’s great to get to know each other both in the shared silence of 
worship and in conversation over tea afterwards. Do join us if you can.

Would changing the time would make it easier for more people to attend evening 
meeting for worship? Currently we meet 1900-1930 on Tuesdays. When would 
be the best time for you? Please let me know.

Diary  
Fri 4-Mon 7 May Britain Yearly Meeting Friends House, London

Sat 12 May Canon Bob Reiss   o  n Sceptical Christianity – organised by West 
Country Modern Church (usually Manvers St; please check for location)

Sat 16th June Creation care workshop Diocese of Bath & Wells with 
EcoChurch at Southdown Methodist Church

Sat 1 July Bike Bath fundraiser for Genesis Trust & others

18-25 Aug Friends Southern Summer Events Junior Gathering (11-14 year 
olds) Leighton Park near Reading

Bath Quaker News April 2018  Page 7

https://modernchurch.org.uk/signs-of-the-times/stpast/st2017/no-64-jan/review-sceptical-christianity-exploring-credible-belief
https://modernchurch.org.uk/signs-of-the-times/stpast/st2017/no-64-jan/review-sceptical-christianity-exploring-credible-belief
https://modernchurch.org.uk/signs-of-the-times/stpast/st2017/no-64-jan/review-sceptical-christianity-exploring-credible-belief


If you have diary dates please have speak with or email the editors, or if 
you’re reading online click   here &   type them in  . 

Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1900-1930; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting
1st Sunday of Feb, 
Apr, May, July, Sept, 
& Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing 
2nd Sun even months 13:00 Favourite Passages from the Bible 

and Quaker Faith & Practice 
2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch

Editors: William Heath & Sophia Heath; email wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com
Every day is web site deadline; articles to us when you can. Please include photos. 

Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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