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Diary date: Holocaust Memorial Day 27 Jan 2018
Bath Friends Meeting House hosts a Bath Interfaith Holocaust Memorial Day 
event on 27 Jan. Cllr Sarah Bevan, local council member advocate for human 
rights, will remind people of the importance of remembering genocides. The 
response will be by Iris Segall and Fr Bede Rowe. Fr Bede is a local Catholic 
parish priest studying Catholic-Jewish relations. Iris is Jewish, born in Israel to 
parents who lived in Romania through WWII and the Holocaust.

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s theme this year is The Power of Words. The 
word Holocaust (or Shoah in Hebrew) has come to mean the systematic killing 
under Nazi Germany of six million Jews (roughly two-thirds of Europe's Jewish 
population). Holocaust Memorial Day remembers Jewish and other victims of 
Nazi Germany (these included gypsy, black, gay people; also Esperantists), and 
victims of all genocides: it mentions the 1915 Armenian genocide (for which the 
term was originally coined, and which remains denied by Turkey to this day); 
also Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

"10 stages of genocide" graphic from the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.
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https://democracy.bathnes.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=159
https://owlcation.com/humanities/The-Wonderful-Horrible-History-of-Esperanto-the-Universal-Language
http://www.hmd.org.uk/resources/theme-papers/hmd-2018-power-words
http://www.hmd.org.uk/


Prof Barry Gilbertson speaks on the Quaker presence at the 
heart of the UNESCO World Heritage Site
As part of Bath Quakers' process of discerning a long-term vision for the Friends 
Meeting House in York Street we hosted a talk by Barry Gilbertson on Thursday 4
Jan. Prof Gilbertson is a distinguished surveyor, former President of the RICS and 
trustee of the Bath Preservation Trust and current chair of the UNESCO World 
Heritage City advisory group.

In an increasingly homogenised world it remains only our culture and heritage 
that differentiates us, he said. Bath and Venice are the only two complete cities to 
be given World Heritage status by UNESCO. Inscribed in 1987 Bath was one of 
the very first of now 31 sites in the UK. Bath's outstanding universal values are 
sixfold: Roman history; hot springs; Georgian architecture, Georgian town 
planning, c18th social ambition, and the green countryside setting of the city.

Bath could take a great deal more pride in showing the World Heritage Site symbol 
(foreground, located in Bath Street) according to Prof Gilbertson.

He asked Friends “what distinct ‘presence’ would best serve Quaker beliefs and 
principles at the heart of our World Heritage city”? We have a highly characterful 
building at the heart of the sacred healing district of the city, yet its external 
aspect does not speak of Quaker faith in action.

He explained what World Heritage status means and how it works. The city could
make more of its status, and also manage development and traffic better, he said, 
suggesting for example a congestion charge for visiting coaches, or a tourist tax 
such as the one that already works effectively in the Lake District.

He gifted the Meeting two copies of his book Making changes, prepared by Bath 
Preservation Trust for owners of listed buildings in Bath. It has very helpful 
illustrated practical guidance on what can and should not be done with the 
characteristic features and fabric of Georgian Bath buildings. 
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It’s not too late to read Quaker Faith & Practice!
Katie Evans writes

This year Britain Yearly Meeting, the national gathering of Quakers in Britain, is 
likely to consider whether it’s time to revise Quaker Faith & Practice, our book of 
discipline. We’re all encouraged to familiarise ourselves with Quaker Faith & 
Practice so as to be able to make an informed contribution to the discernment 
process.

If like me, you didn’t manage to follow the monthly reading programme to read 
the whole of Quaker Faith & Practice over the last 18 months, good news is at 
hand.  There’s now a condensed Not too late reading guide suggesting 7 passages 
a week for 16 weeks that will give us a good tour of Quaker Faith & Practice.

While reading, we’re asked to consider: What here is new for me?  What here is 
true for me?

You can still catch up and finish the programme on 3rd May - the day before 
Yearly Meeting begins. See schedule below. 

Not too late reading programme:

W/b Suggested passages
11 Jan Chapter 28: Sharing the Quaker experience, passages 28.13 and 28.02 to 28.07
18 Jan Chapter 3: General counsel on church affairs; 3.08 to 3.11 and 3.29 to 3.31

25 Jan
Chapter 16: Quaker marriage procedure, passages 16.01 to 16.07 (remember to 
read the up-to-date version online or published separately)

1 Feb Chapter 24: Our peace testimony, passages 24.21 to 24.26 and 24.50
8 Feb Chapter 22: Close relationships, passages 22.11 to 22.13 and 22.16 to 22.19
15 Feb Chapter 9: Beyond Britain Yearly Meeting, passages 9.01 to 9.07
22 Feb Chapter 25: Unity of creation, passages 25.04 to 25.06 and 25.12 to 25.15
1 Mar Chapter 26: Reflections, passages 25.50 to 25.52 and 25.61 to 25.64
8 Mar Chapter 4: Area meetings and local meetings, passages 4.39 to 4.45
15 Mar Chapter 12: Caring for one another, passages 12.08 and 12.14 to 12.19
22 Mar Chapter 20: Living faithfully today, passages 20.48 to 20.51, and 20.61 to 20.63
29 Mar Chapter 19: Openings, passages 19.06, 19.07 and 19.34 to 19.38
5 Apr Chapter 17: Quaker funerals & memorial meetings; 17.01 to 17.06 and 17.10
12 Apr Chapter 1: Advices and Queries, sections 1 -7 of 1.02 (English) or 1.03 (Welsh)
19 Apr Chapter 21: Personal journey: 21.01, 21.08, 21.19, 21.27, 21.38, 21.44, & 21.50
26 Apr Chapter 6: Yearly Meeting, passages 6.02 to 6.07 and 6.11
3 May Finished!
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http://qfp.quaker.org.uk/reading/not-too-late/
http://qfp.quaker.org.uk/reading/
http://qfp.quaker.org.uk/
http://www.quaker.org.uk/events/ym2018


AFSC banned; Healing the heart of the Holy Land
Ali Morgan writes the that news American Quakers (the Nobel prize winning 
AFSC) who – bizarrely – have now been included on a list of 20 organizations 
whose staff may be denied entry to Israel because of support for the Palestinian-
led boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) movement.

AFSC sid in a statement: “Motivated by Quaker belief in the worth and dignity of 
all people, AFSC has supported and joined in nonviolent resistance for over 100 
years. We answered the call for divestment from apartheid in South Africa, and 
we have done the same with the call for BDS from Palestinians who have faced 
decades of human rights violations.” Rabbi Brant Rosen, who works for AFSC, 
added “I have long been dismayed at the hypocrisy of those who applaud the 
Quakers’ work on behalf of Jewish refugees, yet bitterly criticize them for 
applying the very same values and efforts on behalf of Palestinian refugees.”

Meanwhile Kirsten Bolwig draws attention to the work of the group Abrahamic 
Reunion and its Healing the Heart of the Holy Land tour planned for April 2018, 
which just passed its fundraising target. 

The Abrahamic Reunion describes itself as “a spiritual family and organization of 
Muslim, Jewish, Christian, and Druze religious leaders and spiritual peace-
builders, men and women, living in the Holy Land”.  The week of events under the
theme Healing the Heart of the Holy Land promises journey of hands-on, 
participatory, volunteer peace-building in the Holy Land. 

The Abrahamic Reunion multi-faith group works towards peace based on inter-
faith friendships.

“We all want the same things for ourselves, our children, and our land: peace, 
safety, and friendship. This week of events reaches out to many who suffered in 
the conflict to show them that all people of the Holy Land care & want peace and 
stability,” the group says
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https://www.afsc.org/friends/rabbi-afsc-quaker-and-jewish-connections-part-1


God, words and us – book review 
Katie Evans writes:

Recently a colleague asked me if I believe in God. My answer was both no and yes.
That looks contradictory written down, but it doesn’t feel contradictory in my 
lived experience. Here we come up against the limitations of everyday speech for 
conveying religious and spiritual experience.

Nevertheless, sharing our experience and beliefs and hearing other people’s can 
be profoundly moving. Even if our words, experiences and beliefs are different, 
respectful conversation connects us to one another, affirming our insights, 
challenging us to grow and weaving a strong fabric of community. Conversely, 
failure to foster this conversation (either by sterile silent avoidance or by noisy, 
polarised unhearing argument) can leave us isolated, feeling threatened or 
misunderstood. In this sort of environment our differences become acrimonious 
divisions. Their potential to nourish a rich, textured, inquiring fellowship is 
wasted.

God, words and us: Quakers in conversation about religious difference models 
respectful, engaged conversation about religious experience and belief. It’s only a
slim book, but there’s loads of good stuff in here: both practical advice on 
fostering good conversations and inspiring examples of Friends with different 
perspectives disagreeing well. Here are a few gems:

• “ ‘Challenging words + real people one has come to know’ is a more fruitful 

and transformative resource than mere ‘challenging words’ on their own’.” 

• An invitation to share personal experience of practices of prayer, worship 

and discernment can be a good way into conversation: “British Quakers 
share a unity of practice in worship (centring down, stilling, expectant 
waiting) even when we hold different views about the nature of God.”

• Rather than arguing over the validity of different expressions of 

Quakerism, ask “What can I learn from you about my Quaker identity? How 
is God’s spirit/Life in all its fullness breathing through you, in your life and 
your context?”

For me, the real masterstroke of God, words and us is in moving the conversation 
beyond a theism/nontheism dichotomy. Both ‘theism’ and ‘nontheism’ are 
shorthands, they don’t do justice to the diversity of Friends’ experience: a 
diversity which doesn’t fit neatly onto a linear spectrum. Furthermore, this 
dichotomy gives the impression of division and conflict whereas in practice we 
usually get on fine with being Quakers together.

In particular, the group behind God, words and us recognised that while labels we 
choose for ourselves to express our identity can be helpful, labels imposed on us 
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by others are not helpful. ‘Nontheist’ tends to be a label chosen for self-
expression. In contrast Friends who are not nontheist don’t tend to self-identify 
as ‘theist’, making ‘theist’ an unhelpful term. Whatever labels people chose or 
reject, we need to ask what the term means to them rather than jumping to 
conclusions or pigeonholing.

The lack of clarity as to what we mean by words such as ‘theist’ and ‘nontheist’ 
can be frustrating! One way out of this deadlock offered by God, words and us is to
understand both as ways of “saying no to things that aren’t true”. Nontheist 
Quakers are saying no to an idea of God that they can’t hold with integrity, that 
they may have experienced as stifling. Similarly Quakers with faith in God are 
saying ‘no’ to a reductionist materialism that denies their experience of 
transcendence. Reframed in this way, we can see that both positions are ways of 
rejecting problematic, imposed limitations in order to go forward with integrity 
on our shared journey of seeking after truth and life and love.

It’s recommended reading as preparation for Yearly Meeting 2018.

God, words and us: Quakers in conversation about religious is in Bath Quakers’
library, or you can buy your own copy from the Quaker Centre Bookshop (£8)

Meanwhile: maintaining a confident Quaker presence online
The point was made at our Threshing Meeting 11 January that an important part 
of our confident Quaker presence is on line. People wanting to find Bath Quakers 
will likely as not search online, so an engaging online presence is an important 
way to show faith in action as well as keeping us all in touch. 

Bath Quakers runs a web site (bathquakers.org; 17,000 views from 2800 visits 
last year) and social media accounts on Facebook account (“closed” group with 
22 members), Twitter (175 followers) and Instagram (80 followers). It also 
operates an internal mail list. 
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This newsletter is a monthly summary of stories on the web site; it’s then itself 
posted on the web site, emailed out to the list with 20-30 copies printed and left 
for distribution distributed in the Meeting House.

Bath Quakers web site was viewed 17,000 times in 2017, with 2800 visitors.

Message from Premises Committee (Baby it’s Cold Outside)
Alex Herring writes

The Premises Committee is aware that the Upper Room has been uncomfortably 
cold in the last few weeks. We have increased the thermostat setting to 21C and 
heating now starts at 5am, at extra expense for the Meeting. However we are still 
cold.

It seems that until we can go ahead with the plans to improve insulation, the 
radiators are inadequate on the coldest days. We see no reasonable temporary 
solution except to revert back to blankets, which could be stored in one of the 
cupboards in the Upper Room. Can we please ask if anyone has blankets or wraps
that they can donate or loan to the Meeting for the duration?

Putting a name to the face: the new Friends’ Gallery
We all know the problem. I know the face, but what's their name? Has it got to 
the stage where it's rude to ask?
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It's an acute problem for Nominations, who have to decide how best each Friend 
can grow in the life of the Meeting, undertaking the wide range of tasks needed to
keep the Meeting going. The Nominations Committee had to confess we didn't 
know many of the Friends who come from one week to another, and this was 
holding us back. When we asked others to help it was clear everyone - even long-
standing members - had the same issue to a greater or lesser extent.

Bath Quakers are trying to address that with a Friends' Gallery of photos with 
names which we unveil during and after meetings. David Goode took the photos. 
The frame was hand made by our overseer Aliya Saleem. Each Friend signs up 
their own name.

The Friends' Gallery frame made by Aliya Saleem; photos by David Goode. 

If your photo isn’t up there do ask David to take it. We're always open to new 
friends. If you come to Meeting as a visitor you're welcome to say hello and 
introduce yourself, or not if you prefer not. We're a Society of Friends, trying to 
practise living friendship rather than to confirm to written rules. We hope the 
new Friends' Gallery helps.
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Diary dates

Mon 22 Jan 1100  Funeral service for Mary Pelly: Mendip Crematorium, Old 
Wells Rd, Croscombe, Wells  BA5 3RR

Th 25 Jan 1930-2130 Introducing Positive Money (Bath Local Group)  New 
Inn, Monmouth Place 

Fri 26 Jan 1800-2100 Friends party for all ages with shared supper and fun 

Sun 4 Feb 1245 Meeting for Worship for Business considering long-term 
vision for the Meeting House and other matters

If you have more dates for the diary please have a word with the editors (or 
email them – see below). Or – if you’re reading this online - click this link and 
just type them in. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1APkiPLibVBh3-VO2Nnyg2hqaykVQrr_jE9cnQ3mixvk/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1APkiPLibVBh3-VO2Nnyg2hqaykVQrr_jE9cnQ3mixvk/edit#


Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1900-1930; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting FMH York St
1st Sunday of Feb, Apr, 
May, July, Sept, & Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

FMH York St

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing FMH
2nd Sun even months 13:00 Favourite Passages from the Bible 

and Quaker Faith & Practice 
FMH York St

2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group FMH York St
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch FMH York St

Editors: William Heath & Sophia Heath; email wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com
Every day is web site deadline; articles to us when you can. Please include photos. 

Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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