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Bénédicte Scholefield talks about leaving Ammerdown and 
her new work with the Iona Community 

Some 40 guests, some from far afield, were very appreciative of the occasion, the 
warm welcome and excellent lunch offered.

On 19 Nov Bath Quakers welcomed some 40 friends of Bénédicte Scholefield to 
the Friends Meeting House for lunch and an illustrated talk. They had come, 
some from far away, to wish her well after a long and popular tenure as director 
of the Ammerdown Centre near Bath, and to hear about her new work for the 
Iona Community in Scotland, where she is now business director.

Leaving Ammerdown after eleven and a half years, leaving a job and a place she 
loved, had been very difficult, she said, and she was very pleased to be able to 
mark the occasion. After speeches and a presentation she spoke about her new 
work and the Iona Community. Friends found her description of the founding of 
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the Iona community and its emphasis on inclusiveness aligned well with core 
Quaker testimonies. Bénédicte’s own faith is extremely important to her. Raised 
with what she calls "the certainties of Catholicism" Bénédicte married an English 
husband, adjusted to England, and more recently started attending Bath Quaker 
Meeting.

 

Bénédicte Scholefield talks about leaving Ammerdown and the exciting new work 
she is doing as business director for the Iona Community.

Fundraising: update as at end November

Sally Harris writes:

The appeal has got off to a very good start with Britain Yearly Meeting promising 
us £10,000 from their Meeting Houses Fund. Surplus reserves of £5050 have 
been transferred to our appeal fund from within the Area Meeting. 

Several Bath Friends have made donations, and cheques are arriving by post 
every morning from Local Meetings up and down the country - 60 meetings have 
donated so far. Total raised to date comes to £24,000. That leaves a gap of 
£56,000 for 

1) the secondary glazing and draught-proofing of the windows and cupolas, 
and internal glazing in the main entrance so dealing with the main areas 
of heat loss;

2) improving the lighting in the meeting room; and
3) carrying out conservation work on the façade.

We are getting ready to send out appeal letters to Quaker trusts during the next 
couple of weeks.
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Good start: £24,000 down; £56,000 to go. 

Bath Quakers participate in moving and dignified 
Remembrance Day ceremony

Bath Quakers were privileged to participate in a well-attended Remembrance Day 
ceremony at the cenotaph outside Victoria Park.

William Heath and Lin Patterson write:

People in Bath met in a moving ceremony on Sunday 12 Nov to remember those 
who have suffered in wars. Bath Quakers were pleased to be invited and to 
participate fully in the occasion.
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We were among the bereaved sharing a solemn, sincere and respectful ceremony.
As we stood together with servicemen, mothers and children on the uneven road 
tarmac a priest said inclusive prayers for all who suffer as a result for conflict, 
including civilians whose lives were disfigured by war or terror. He prayed for 
peacemakers and peacekeepers.

Jane Stephenson and Lin Patterson laid a white poppy wreath with dignity and 
solemnity. After the ceremony finished we all returned to our York Street Meeting
House for quiet reflection and sharing.

For a week Bath Quakers' wreath sat next to UKIP’s and other tributes outside 
Victoria Park.

Text on our white poppy wreath 

In remembrance of all who die in wars. Laid by Bath Quaker Meeting. White
poppies are courtesy of The Peace Pledge Union. 

They first appeared in 1933 when members of the Women’s Co-operative 
Guild, mothers, sisters, widows and sweethearts of men killed in the First 
World War were concerned about the drift to war. 

Over 300 wars later, and with over 200,000,000 people killed, the 
white poppy is a symbol of grief and the need to work for peace.
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What happened next to our white poppy wreath?

Four days later on 16 Nov the white poppy wreath was still there, with the perfectly
appropriate addition by persons unknown of a few red poppies.
 

By the gloomy and wet Friday night 17 Nov the wreath had been removed, just as 
had happened in each of the previous two years.

Text of our “Missing” poster
Missing: White poppy wreath (pictured above). Laid in remembrance of all 
victims of war on 12 Nov by Bath Quakers, by kind permission of ceremony 
organisers the Royal British Legion. It was removed without consent on 17 
Nov 2017.  If you want to discuss issues of war, conscience and pacifism 
please contact Bath Quakers.
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We’ve replaced the missing wreath with a “Missing” poster, placed with permission 
of Bath RBL rep Major Roger Evans (ret). 

Why is there a Crusader sword on the Cenotaph cross?
Many aspects of military ceremony feel alien to Quakers: uniforms, military 
music, people stamping and shouting orders. Friends don't normally worship 
under an imposing crucifix, let alone one which – as at the Cenotaph – is adorned 
with a huge Crusader sword.

So what is the sword doing there? We consulted a locally based Anglican 
theologian. He was dubious: “It is essentially the old myth that in fighting this war 
we were fighting for God against evil. Reassuring no doubt but very bad theology. 
Almost certainly this was not designed by the Church!”

Give double comfort via the Genesis Trust Lifeline
Genesis Trust, whose Lifeline Centre is based in the Friends Meeting House 
basement, has been chosen to take part in the UK’s biggest match funding 
campaign, the Big Give Christmas Challenge 2017. They write:

Donations made to our project via theBigGive.org.uk will be doubled during 
the campaign. We’re raising money so our Lifeline Centre for homeless and 
vulnerable adults can open on a Saturday as well as through the week and 
provide more intensive individual support to help people turn their lives 
around.

If you’re interested in taking part, or would like to hear more about the work of 
Genesis in our local community, please register your interest at 
genesistrust.org.uk/stay-in-touch/ Do contact them and support their excellent 
work 28 Nov-5 Dec.
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The Genesis Trust team look forward to a smashingly successful fundraise - with
your help - for their important Lifeline work.

Refusing to Kill: Bristol exhibition on war and conscience
Christine Goodgamne-Nobes writes

I heartily recommend everyone visits Bristol Cathedral to see this well 
researched and mounted exhibition, which you can see during Cathedral open 
hours. The Cathedral web site descbribes it thus:

Telling the story of Bristol men who refused to fight in the First World War 
and the people who supported them, this exhibition covers the 
varied motivations of Conscientious Objectors and their experiences during 
the war and afterwards, using documents, photographs, artefacts and 
material from surviving relatives. Links will be made between the stand of 
Conscientious Objectors in WWI and current opposition to war around the 
world. Curated by Remembering the Real WWI. Admission is free and all are
welcome.

There are also a couple of added events as follows: on Sat 2 Dec there will be a 
talk by Clive Barrett, author of Subversive Peacemakers- an Anglican perspective at
1330 in the Chapter House. Clive is qn Anglican priest, past chair of the Anglican 
Peace Fellowship (APF) and current chair of the Trustees of the Peace Museum in
Bradford (which Bath Friends support).

On Tuesday 2 Jan 2018 a piano recital of music by Frank Merrick, one of the COs 
featured in the exhibition, who went on to become Professor of Music at RCM. 
Performances 1330 and 1530pm. Free.

Full details from Refusing to Kill Bristol.
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Three brothers: Graham voluntered for army; Hubert was imprisoned as a 
conscientious objector while Wilfred served in the Non-Combatant Corps.

Diary dates
Please advise the Editors of any diary dates you want listed.  Next Area 
Meeting is Sun 3 December 1300 Frome. 

Worship at Friends’ Meeting House York Street

Sunday 1100-1200; Tue 1900-1930; Wed 1030-1100

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting FMH York St
1st Sunday of Feb, Apr, 
May, July, Sept, & Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

FMH York St

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing FMH
2nd Sun even months 13:00 Favourite Passages from the Bible 

and Quaker Faith & Practice 
FMH York St

2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group FMH York St
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch FMH York St

Editors: William Heath & Sophia Heath; email wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com
Remember: every day is a web site deadline. Please submit photos also. 

Next month newsletter items to us quick as you can please. 
Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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