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We're committed to equality. So how are we on diversity?

Reaching out: Bath Quakers met Judy Ling Wong to discuss equality and how to be 
more welcoming to minority groups.

Equality is a core testimony for Quakers, and we're committed to it. But our 
meetings are not particularly diverse. Are we doing something wrong? 

Have Friends - who are typically white, well educated and middle class -
 inadvertently  become unwelcoming to people of minority groups, or to others 
who might be less educated or fortunate? Anecdotal evidence suggests it can 
seem that way.
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Ms Ling-Wong, Hon President of the Black Environment Network, said it's well 
worth asking the question. The cultures of the world awaken us to the full range 
of the human personality: wonderful, even if it can be terrible.  This can mean 
new awareness of the wonderful or terrible qualities we are all capable of having.

She unpacked the very British term "ethnic minority", and described how strange
it can feel to find oneself described as such.  We need to recognise that many of 
the people we call ethnic minorities are in fact the ethnic majorities of the world.

"Let's forget about drawing people to us and hoping they'll be Quakers; let's take 
joy and love in our relationships out to other groups."

She arrived equipped with a list of the ethnic minority organisations in Bath - 
very few of which we knew – and their purposes. Their missions sounded 
familiar and compatible with our own. It seems a good start for engagement.

On reaching out she said "Don't do it as a mission. Do it for pleasure.  Relate to 
other people to make ordinary life work. Just go on a picnic. Perhaps through 
sharing the pleasures of nature. Doing anything that brings diverse groups of 
people together around pleasure contributes to peace building through joy."

The danger that in thinking about this is we get the issue all wrong. "Let's forget 
about drawing people to us and hoping they'll be Quakers; let's take joy and love 
in our relationships out to other groups." This can be done building on all the 
relationships we already have, and doing the things we enjoy doing and are 
already called to do.

Ms Ling-Wong affirmed that: "It's as much about you being present  in other 
people's communities as other people being present in yours." She asked: "Is 
there enough [Quaker] presence across different classes and ethnicity groups so 
we feel that what is valuable to you is also available to others?"
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OneBodyOneFaith: Meeting House is now a "visible space"
Katie Evans writes: 

Bath Quaker Meeting has registered as a Visible Space with OneBodyOneFaith, 
the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement.  This expresses our commitment to 
equality. Visible Spaces are places where the lives, loves, identities and gifts of 
LGBT Christians are recognised, accepted, affirmed and celebrated.  

Advices & Queries counsels us to “Respect the wide diversity among us in our lives 
and relationships”.  We want everyone to feel welcome in our Meeting.

"Heaven on a hill" a day of quiet at Kelston Old Barn 

"We are built for contemplation..." A Friend refreshed by the view over the Avon
towards Bristol and Wales.

Bath Quakers gathered at the Old Barn on Kelston Roundhill to enjoy an early 
autumn day of quiet and spiritual renewal in the local countryside on Saturday 2 
Sept. The day included readings, exercised in listening, reflection, silent worship 
and other quiet activities.

Many thanks to Katie Evans and Christine Goodgame-Nobes for organising the 
day and to all who attended.
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Protesting DSEI with the friend of a Friend
The Defence Sales Exhibition International (DSEI) ran last month at the ExCeL 
exhibition centre in London Docklands.  DSEI, billed as a celebration of UK 
technology and ingenuity, is an arms fair where arms manufacturers proudly 
market weapons to unsavoury regimes.

Meeting for Worship in the road outside DSEI. Photo via CAAT and @DisarmQuaker
(photographer not identified)

There are supposed to be limits – no export licences for sales to countries with a 
poor human rights record, for example - but in practice the controls are so weak 
that manufacturers get round them. In the most egregious current example, the 
UK sells to Saudi Arabia and those weapons are being used to kill people in 
Yemen, right now.

During the set-up phase last week and throughout this week, there are protests 
at the DSEI exhibition to draw attention to the immorality, cost and destructive 
power of the arms trade.

Local Quakers were among those who protested outside the DSEI last week. 
Judith Eversley spoke to one of them - Nick Francis of Bradford on Avon Quaker 
Meeting - at  the regular peace vigil held in Bath most Saturdays. Here are his 
answers to her questions:

Why did you and Diana go to the DSEI on Tuesday?

Last Tuesday was “No Faith in War” day when faith groups of all kinds met for a 
day of worship and nonviolent action against the arms trade.

What happened while you were there?
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Paul Parker [BYM Recording Clerk] and I counted 200 Quakers at the Meeting for 
Worship held in the middle of the road. Among us were members of Friends 
House staff who had been given time off to attend, which we were glad about. 
After our one-hour Meeting for Worship, the next group was the Jewish Protest 
Bloc who held morning prayers and read from the Torah.

What about the police presence there?

The demo was heavily policed and - as is mostly the case in my experience - the 
police were polite, well-trained and willing to engage in conversation

Did anyone else from Bath go?

Another Bath Stop War supporter, Dave, came with us. As it happens he’s a 
confirmed atheist but he likes the company and he is very tolerant.  In fact 
someone at the protest asked him “Are you a Friend?” and he grinned and said 
“No, just a friend of a Friend”.

We saw that after the Meeting for Worship, some Friends were arrested when they 
lay down in the road to block lorries coming in at another entrance. Did you stay to 
get arrested?

We have done so in the past, but not this time. To be properly Quakerly candid: 
we needed to get home in time for our choir rehearsal. [Editor's note: Nick and 
Diana are in Monkton Combe Choral Society which will be performing Schubert’s 
Mass in G Major on Sunday 10 December, at the school …]

• Meanwhile Quakers in Britain are urging the UK Government to sign a 
historic treaty, which could rid the world of nuclear weapons. It gained 50 
nation-states’ signatories on its first day at the United Nations.

Quaker week events in Devizes and Bradford-on-Avon
Quaker Week this year is 30 September - 8 October 2017, and the national theme is 
In turbulent times: be a Quaker. 

Local meetings nearby have events planned. Bradford on Avon Friends' Quaker 
Week event is:

Working for Peace in North Korea and Myanmar: Making a difference in 
turbulent times. You can come and hear Lucy Roberts of the American Friends 
Service Committee at 1930 Tuesday 3 Oct at St Margaret's Hall, Bradford on 
Avon BA15 1DE. Poster here.     

Meanwhile Devizes Friends' Quaker Week event is The Quakers - A Peculiar 
People? A talk by Bill Yates at 8:00 pm on Friday 6th October at the Meeting 
House, Sussex Wharf (off Bath Road) Devizes SN10 2AE
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Week of prayer for world peace
Christine Goodgame-Nobes writes

I am a member of the small but active Anglican Pacifist Fellowship (APF) and get a 
quarterly magazine The Anglican Peacemaker. At this time of year it includes a 
hard  copy of this leaflet, which I find helps focus daily Quiet time. I wonder if 
Friends would find it equally helpful. Some Quaker quotes are included among 
those from many other faiths.

You can download the various prayers from our web site.

Invitation to a reading round

Alyson Hallett invites Friends to her Reading Round:

My name is Alyson Hallett. I live locally and am a published author. I have started 
a reading group on Thursday afternoons, from 1415 to 1545 in the Widcombe 
Social club, Bath. The group is called a Reading Round and it is generously 
supported by the Royal Literary Fund.

Each week I bring along a story and a poem. I read this out loud and then we 
discuss the writing we have heard. What's unique about this group is that you 
don't have to read anything beforehand. Also, it's run by a professional writer 
which means we are able to look closely at the craft of the writer when we 
discuss the texts.

The Reading Round is free and open to anyone who is interested in getting 
together with other people to talk about great writing.

If you are interested in coming, or have any queries, please contact Alyson on 
alyson_hallett@yahoo.co.uk or 07796401855.

“Where to turn” leaflet for the elderly and vulnerable in Bath
Friends might be interested to know there's a new guide for the elderly and 
vulnerable in Bath, written by volunteers at Christ Church in Bath. Called Where 
to turn it covers issues such as security, carers, dementia and avoiding scams. You
can download it from our web site bathquakers.org

Diary dates
Location is Friends Meeting House unless shown otherwise

Sun 1 October 1300 Area Meeting Bath
Tue 3 Oct 1930 Working for Peace in Myanmar & N Korea Bradford-on-
Avon FMH
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Th 26 Oct 1930 Escaping the trap of nuclear deterrence 

Sun 5 November Business Meeting Lin Patterson Clerk, Ali Packer Co-Clerk
Sun 3 December 1300 Area Meeting Frome

Area Meetings 4th June: Devizes; 1st Oct: Bath; 3rd Dec: Frome - 1300

Friends are encouraged to attend Meeting for Worship at the host venue, if 
possible. It is good for everyone in AM to experience worshipping together, 
getting to "know each other in the things that are eternal".  It also builds an 
understanding of difference, which Bath meeting is exploring as a concern.

Further ahead:

BYM 2018: 4-7 May 2018, London. 
BYM 2019: 24–27 May 2019, London. 

Worship

Sunday 11:00-12:00 FMH York St
Tuesday 19:00-19:30 FMH York St
Wednesday 10:30-11:00 FMH York St

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting FMH York St
1st Sunday of Feb, Apr, 
May, July, Sept, & Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

FMH York St

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing FMH
2nd Sun even months 13:00 Favourite Passages from the Bible 

and Quaker Faith & Practice 
FMH York St

2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group FMH York St
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch FMH York St

Editors: William Heath & Sophia Heath; email wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com
Remember: every day is a web site deadline. Please submit photos also. 

Next month newsletter items to us quick as you can please. 
Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.
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