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Should Bath Quakers become a Sanctuary Meeting?
Tim Gee, Forced Migration/Sanctuary Everywhere Programme Developer at 
Friends' House, writes to invite us to consider becoming a Sanctuary Meeting.

Bath welcomes refugees: local people share their feelings on the "hostile 
environment" (photo by Mick Yates, with thanks for his permission to use) 

Your meeting is invited to become a Sanctuary Meeting – part of a national 
network of Quaker Meetings working together to replace the government policy 
of creating a ‘hostile environment’ for immigrants in Britain with a culture of 
welcoming hospitality which answers that of God in every person. More 
information on what this would entail, the support we’d get and the sorts of 
things we could do on our own web site or from Tim at Friends House. 
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Love draws us into the world and pulls us towards its 
brokenness: four main lessons from YMG 2017
Beverley reflects on YMG 2017 at Warwick

For me, the Epistle captures the spirit of Yearly Meeting and complements the 
formal minutes. A small but dedicated team of epistle writers worked on it every 
day throughout the Gathering. It grew from the ministry in meetings, plus 
reflections from workshops and more informal discussions. When the draft 
Epistle was laid before the Meeting, it felt like all the strands and thoughts of the 
week came together in one place.

Plenary session at YMG 2017 in Warwick (photo: The Friend). You can find the full 
text of the epistle at https://www.quaker.org.uk/ym

How could I describe everything I was learning and feeling for other people to 
read? As the week went on, and especially after I'd returned home and had time 
to reflect, I realised there were four main things that I had taken away from my 
exciting, challenging, and exhausting week at YMG:

There’s a big Quaker world out there: there were 1400 Quakers at YMG this 
year. I felt a real sense of being part of a much bigger Quaker community beyond 
local and area meeting, both through the warm and welcoming Friends there in 
person and the many thousands more they represented from their local 
meetings. Someone put up a ‘map’ of how all the Quaker groups and meetings fit 
together – like a new galaxy waiting to be explored.

Quakers have been in business for hundreds of years: I found the main 
sessions where we dealt with 'Quaker business' utterly compelling. I thought at 
first I’d miss a few plenary sessions to join in other activities that were available 
at the same time, but I found the business meetings too interesting to miss. I 
think it was being part of a tradition and a way of doing business that had its 
roots so many centuries ago. I did not speak in any of the sessions; yet I felt that 
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my silent presence, gathered with so many others, really did contribute to the 
proceedings and help draw Yearly Meeting to its conclusion.

There is much in Quakerism that I find personally challenging: I 
encountered so many new ideas and different views at YMG that were both 
inspiring and challenging. Every day there was something new to reflect on and 
to think about how I would respond. For example, in different workshops I was 
confronted with my own carbon footprint (not good); how far I am willing to 
overcome fear to become an activist (I’m not doing well on that one either); and 
the concept of ‘the conflict escalator’ and how quickly arguments can spiral out of
control (I’ve got a lot to learn there too). Some of the ideas I will act on more 
quickly. Others will stay with me and develop over time, and help me ‘live out my 
faith in the world’ more effectively in the future.

It’s all about people: George Gorman wrote: ‘One of the unexpected things I 
have learnt in my life as a Quaker is that religion is basically about relationships 
between people’ (Quaker Faith and Practice, 10:20). My week at YMG made me 
realise how right he was. I met people from all over the UK and beyond. They 
were all individual, all different, with so many diverse interests - yet with so 
much in common from their shared identity as Quakers. From the 
companionship of my eleven lovely flatmates (none of whom I had ever met 
before), or the often unseen support of the people who had worked so hard to 
make YMG happen, to the chance encounters with new Friends throughout each 
day, it was the people who made YMG such an amazing experience. They inspired
me, made me laugh, and sometimes made me cry. But I wouldn’t have missed 
YMG and their company for the world.
Will I go to YMG again? I hope so.

What’s up downstairs? The work of Genesis Lifeline
Caleb Mallard, manager of our tenant Genesis Lifeline, describes its work:

The Genesis Lifeline Centre rents and has refurbished the basement of the Friends' 
Meeting House in Bath.
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The Lifeline Centre exists to reach out to the marginalised and stand with them in
whatever they are facing. We believe in giving practical help to all who need it.
We provide donated clothing and footwear, camping equipment including 
sleeping bags, tents and camping stoves so that they can have shelter and 
warmth. We also help out with small energy grants so that people can have light 
and heat through the winter.

Our visitors know that we are there for them in an emergency, whether their 
meter has run out of electricity, their children are cold, their sleeping bag has 
been stolen or their cupboards are bare. They know that we will help.
Alongside our practical support in the basics we also help our visitors with more 
complex matters which necessarily take more time and effort. We aim to help our
visitors realise their full potential and help them to take the necessary steps to 
get there. Sometimes this means tackling a substance addiction, dealing with 
debt, seeking help from mental health services or any number of other issues.

Lifeline is a place of sanctuary, where people can come as they are and will not be
treated with judgement but with compassion and kindness. This is at the heart of
what we do and who we are. First and foremost we are relational, seeking to 
engage with individuals, as individuals. We build relationships which in turn 
builds trust. From this point of trust we are able to work toward positive change.

We would like to thank the Friends for their support of the Lifeline Centre in the 
meeting house - Caleb Mallard

There's more information about Genesis Trust here, and you can find out how to 
get involved here.

Calling all guinea pigs: this is your moment
Katie Evans writes: 

Next year we will be offering a Woodbrooke course on Listening and Gathering: 
Holding Space with Spirit. We’re looking for a small group of friends willing to 
pilot some of our ideas for the course. We’re describing the course as follows:

Do you hold space for others? Or feel drawn to try? Perhaps you’re someone who 
listens and accompanies; gathers and grows community; or facilitates conflict 
resolution. This course invites you to explore the personal aspects and spiritual 
source of such practice. Join us to welcome a spaciousness that holds and nourishes 
connection with spirit, ourselves and each other. We will learn by being and doing - 
come prepared to practice, reflect and share. 

If you’d be willing to be a ‘guinea pig’ we’d love to hear from you.  We will try to 
arrange times to suit, so please let us know whether a few evening sessions, 
aftemeeting for worship on Sunday or a whole day course would be best for you.

Thank you! Meredith & Katie
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Help for Tanzania’s disabled via Bath & West Showground
Christine Goodgame-Nobes writes: 
New Wine gatherings are a faith-inspired project to help local churches play a 
part in changing nations. One of the stalls at the recent New Wine gathering at 
the Bath & West Showground 24 July - 5 Aug was a project supported by local 
Bath Quakers.
 

 
Susan Tomes worked exhausting, long days with her husband Nick, son Matthew 
and friends selling beautiful handmade craft work made in Tanzania.
 
 Neema Crafts is a charity which trains and employs people with disabilities in 
the Iringa region of Tanzania, and tries to change local negative attitudes towards
disability. There’s a great stigma attached to having a disability in Tanzania, and 
the centre provides dignity and hope for many people who previously relied on 
street begging or were hidden away at home.
 
Nick had constructed the stall, and along with family and friends Susan sold 
gorgeous handmade cushions, tote-bags, bunting, washbags and soft toys. All 
were made in Tanzania by disabled people, and every penny of the money taken 
goes to building specially adapted houses for the staff.

Susan and Nick are travelling to Tanzania in September to visit the project and 
meet with the staff to hear their personal stories.  These  stories will then be 
recorded  on the online shop so  that when customers buy from Neema they 
know exactly who made the products  and the work that has gone into them.
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Bath interfaith group visit to Fairfield House
Shelagh James attended the Rastafari Sabbath with the Bath Interfaith Group

On a sunny afternoon members of the Bath Interfaith Group visited Fairfield 
House. It was the refuge of H.I.M Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia 1936 – 
1941, later given by him to the Corporation of Bath.

It's a splendid Victorian villa in Newbridge with a large and elegant conservatory,
where we sat in leaf-dappled sunlight to be given a wonderful introduction by 
Steve Nightingale, chair of trustees. The House is a day-centre for the Bath Ethnic 
Minority Senior Citizens Association (Bemsca) and also, as one might expect, a 
centre for Rastafari pilgrimage.

Chair of the Friends of Fairfield House Steve Nightingale (left) and Rastafari Priest 
for SW England Ras Bandele Selassie ("Ras B" – right).

On our tour we saw an interesting exhibition about Ethiopia – with the theme: 
Journeys. Brightly coloured plastic sandals are mounted in front of a window, a 
display of yellow plastic water bottles (from SE Asia, widely used in Ethiopia), 
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and woven mats used as plates. We saw the Worship room: one side dedicated to 
the Ethiopian church and the other to Rastafari.

Another visitor was an American professor who taught classes on immigration in
Minnesota where there are refugees from the Omari Ethiopian minority who 
have suffered.

At 5pm, to the sound of drumming which gradually swelled, we moved on to 
Rastafari worship. I was enormously impressed by a two year old boy who very 
competently drummed and danced. We listened to the chanting and part of Ras 
Bandele’s address. He addressed us directly, asking: what would we do if Jesus 
Christ was there in this house for five hours? We were somewhat  nonplussed by 
this. I felt we should have said that the Spirit is always with us.

After an hour we gradually slipped away after a very interesting and rewarding
 experience. Our welcome to Fairfield House could not have been warmer.

Bath Quakers social media outreach progress report 
We look forward to a visit from Jane Dawson of Friends House comms team on 3 
Sept, and it seems a good moment to reflect on our own media activity in the past
year. We’ve started to use the microblogging service Twitter, set up the photo 
social medium Instagram and switched to a more news- and photo driven web 
site using the largely standardised Wordpress service. 

In March Bath Quakers formalised and adopted new social media guidelines for 
Bath (available at this link or on request). Taking all that into account, here’s a 
brief progress report while we look forward to Jane’s visit. 

We’ve had no issues reported in terms of objectionable or inappropriate content; 
nothing has needed to be referred to Elders. So our social media policy seems to 
be working satisfactorily so far. 

The Bath Quakers web site bathquakers.org now gets 1000-2000 visits a month. 
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The Bath Quakers web site now gets 1000-2000 views from 200-300 visits a 
month. Visitors look at 5-6 page on average. The overall theme is faith in action: 
letting our lives speak in words and pictures. The web site gives an impression of 
a growing Meeting, with a lot going on. 

Of course there’s a lot more going on in our faithful lives than is yet reflected in 
the web site. So please keep sending in more stories with photos: what Bath 
Friends get up to, why it’s important; causes for celebration and concern, quirky 
pieces; art and nature; deeper spiritual reflection; events coming up (and why 
they matter to us). Adding a good photo makes it immediately appealing, so 
please get those smart phones out and use that camera. 

The stats suggest that people who go to our web want general information above 
all – the home page, information about Quakers and the Meeting House, the 
newsletter and how to contact us are the most visited pages. 

Next after those, the most popular stories to date have been Caleb’s piece on 
Genesis Lifeline (initiated by Claire), Beverley’s lessons from BYM and Katie’s 
reflection on spiritual direction with the watering can image. 

The @BathQuakers Twitter account is convenient for sending out short (sub-140 
character) messages which are easy for others to pick up. They can “like” or 
resend them in turn (“retweet”). A Tweet can include a photo. Twitter helps if we 
want to draw attention to a post on our own web site, an event, news item or 
anything else we consider important. We can easily retweet other people’s 
worthwhile items. 

 

Bath Quakers’ Twitter account @BathQuakers has just over 100 followers and gets 
about 5000 impressions a month. 

When a user with a large following (such as @BritishQuakers with 7500 
followers) retweets our items then lots of people get to see – for example – 
Wendy’s story about mindful knitting at BYM. That was our most mentioned 
Tweet to date; the most viewed drew JYM’s attention to our white poppy theft.
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We also experimented with Instagram, which is a quick and convenient photo-
based social medium very popular among younger people. We have an account, 
but after discussing our experience to date Abbey and I feel Instagram is not a 
principal medium for us.

We still also produce a monthly newsletter in print-format version, available 
electronically in various formats and on paper. The print run has been roughly 
halved to 24, saving cash and materials. This seemed to be an adequate quantity, 
with several left over each month, but we have had one complaint from a Friend 
who wanted a copy and did not get one, so this is under review. Please speak to 
me or Katy Jones if this is an issue for you. 

Mindful knitting wins hearts and minds at Warwick

Wendy Freebourne writes from the 2017 Yearly Meeting Gathering in Warwick:

Sunday morning and Tuesday morning at BYM we had Knitting Meditation, 
during which we did Mindful Knitting and then had Meeting for Worship for 
knitting, together with knitting ministry. This was organised by Dawn Beck and 
myself, aided by Mary White. Up to 70 people, men and women, attended, so that 
we spilled into the corridor and the peaceful garden.

Wendy used craft to knit a closer community at the Warwick event.

We also set up a knitting table in the meeting area, which became a haven for 
knitters and non-knitters, a place to meet, relax, and wind down. People came 
and left wool and needles there and knitted 4 inch squares, often started by one 
person and completed by another. There was a paper table cloth to write our 
messages and patterns. Dawn is putting the squares together to make baby 
blankets for refugees in Wakefield, a City of Sanctuary. On Friday morning we had
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another impromptu meeting there, with cake. So I didn’t get to many plenary 
sessions.

The theme of the conference was community building, The clerks had to revise 
this theme as the week progressed and as we grew into the concept. I am not an 
activist or a marcher, so my contribution was to teach people to knit and to 
crochet, which gift was received with gratitude.

I met up with an acquaintance, not a Quaker when I knew him, who I hadn’t seen 
for 32 years. We reminded ourselves of the work we did together with others in 
the 1980s. We were networking and community building. At Meeting for Leaving 
on the last morning the penny dropped for me and I was able to see my own 
niche in building community. I have always been good at bringing people 
together. 

Wendy also proposes starting an new Experiment With Light group, probably in 
Bathford. Please contact her. 

Event Sat 9 Sept: the benefits of healing 

Richard Carder writes:

Jesus instructed his disciples to go forth and heal the sick by the laying on of 
hands. That is what Sandy Edwards has been doing with 200 NHS patients, and 
thus established scientific verification of the healing process. You can hear Sandy 
Edwards speak at FMH 1000 Sat 9 Sept.

Tickets:  £20 on the door  (£15 early bird up to Friday 25 August)
 You can also find out about   the Friends' Fellowship of Healing at   
http://www.quaker-healing.org.uk/.

Event: the role of nontheism in Quakers
Sat 28 October 28 1300-1630, Redland Meeting House, Bristol

How does a nontheist Quaker perspective impact on worship, ministry, Quaker 
practice and outreach? When Quakers talk of ‘that of God in everyone’ or ‘seeking
God’s will’ what can that mean mean to a nontheist? What contribution can 
nontheist Friends make to any revision of Quaker   Faith & Practice  ?  

Our unity is based on a shared practice of worship, not on our beliefs all being the 
same. There is no need to be in unity with Quakers on every issue in order to be 
part of our meetings - quoted on the Non-theist Friends Network web site
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These questions will be discussed in a spirit of worship sharing in the first of 
what the Non-theist Friends Network (NFN) hopes will be a new series of 
regional conferences in major cities across Britain. It is open to Friends of all 
theological persuasions. Members and non-members of NFN are all welcome.
Speakers include David Boulton and Hugh Rock. Tea, coffee and cake are 
provided, and you are welcome to bring a snack lunch if required. 

Please advise if you plan to attend: contact Linda Ewles 
linda.ewles@headspring.co.uk or phone 0117 9735733.

Event 22 October: Justice and peace in Islam
John James writes:

A joint meeting of Bath Inferfaith Group and Friends' Meeting takes place 22 
October at 1500. We are delighted to welcome Iman Rashad Azami, who has 
been in Bath for 16 years, and is a great friend of the Group. He will speak on 
Justice and Peace in Islam, a message which should be widely heard.

Event: Sun 24 Sept How inclusive are we? Could we do better?
Last year a Concern was raised by a Friend in Bath Meeting and the issue was 
discussed at a Meeting for Worship for Business. The essence of his concern was 
summarised in the following minute:

We have listened to a seasoned attender’s experience of a disjunct between what 
Quakers profess and some of the attitudes and behaviours that are expressed 
towards those who are perceived to be different. This is seen as devaluing the Word 
of God and the unique and beautiful witness that Quakers have to share with the 
world. Raising our self awareness and recognising this disjunct needs to be followed
by action to ensure our behaviours reflect Quaker testimonies, both individually 
and corporately. This is a very stirring concern that called to each of us 
individually. We want to respond to the challenge.

The need to explore consciousness raising was recognized and subsequently it 
was agreed that we invite Judy Ling Wong, President of the Black Environment 
Network, to speak to us about her experiences of some of the issues.

Judy will join us on Sunday 24 September after shared lunch. Her session will 
commence at 1300.

Diary dates
Location is Friends Meeting House unless shown otherwise

Mon 28 Aug (Bank holiday) 1400-1700 Kelston village fete featuring da 
Mighty Beaconaires’ reggae celebration of H.I.M’s legacy to Bath - £2
Sat 2nd Sept 1000-1600 Quiet day at the Old Barn, Kelston Roundhill

Bath Quaker News August 2017  Page 11



Sat 9 Sept 0930 for 1000: Benefits of healing - contact Richard Carder
Sun 10 September Business Meeting (Diana & Lin clerking)
Sat 23rd Sept, 10am-4pm Listening & gathering: holding space with spirit - 
trial-run of a course; contact Katie or Meredith 
Sun 24 Sept: How inclusive aere we? Could we do better? (after Meeting)
Sun 1 October 1300 Area Meeting Bath
Sun 22 October 1500: Justice and Peace in Islam (Bath Interfaith Group)
Sun 5 November Business Meeting Lin & Ali Packer clerking
Sun 3 December 1300 Area Meeting Frome
Area Meetings 4th June: Devizes; 1st Oct: Bath; 3rd Dec: Frome - 1300

Friends are encouraged to attend Meeting for Worship at the host venue, if 
possible. It is good for everyone in AM to experience worshipping together, 
getting to "know each other in the things that are eternal".  It also builds an 
understanding of difference, which Bath meeting is exploring as a concern.

Further ahead:
BYM 2018: 4-7 May 2018, London. 
BYM 2019: 24–27 May 2019, London. 

Worship

Sunday 11:00-12:00 FMH York St
Tuesday 19:00-19:30 FMH York St
Wednesday 10:30-11:00 FMH York St

Regular Events

Every Sunday 11:00-12:00 Children’s Meeting FMH York St
1st Sunday of Feb, Apr, 
May, July, Sept, & Nov

13:00 Meeting for Worship for Business 
(Preparative Meeting)

FMH York St

1st Sunday 10:00-10:30 Friends Fellowship of Healing FMH
2nd Sun even months 13:00 Favourite Passages from the Bible 

and Quaker Faith & Practice 
FMH York St

2nd Sun odd months 13:00 Poetry Group FMH York St
4th Sunday 13:00 Shared lunch FMH York St

Editors William Heath & Sophia Heath; email wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com
Remember: every day is a web site deadline. Please submit photos also. 
Aug newsletter items to us quick as you can please. 
Follow @BathQuakers on Twitter and Instagram.

Bath Quaker News August 2017  Page 12

mailto:wmheath+BathQN@gmail.com

	Should Bath Quakers become a Sanctuary Meeting?
	Love draws us into the world and pulls us towards its brokenness: four main lessons from YMG 2017
	What’s up downstairs? The work of Genesis Lifeline
	Calling all guinea pigs: this is your moment
	Help for Tanzania’s disabled via Bath & West Showground
	Bath interfaith group visit to Fairfield House
	Bath Quakers social media outreach progress report
	Mindful knitting wins hearts and minds at Warwick
	Event Sat 9 Sept: the benefits of healing
	Event: the role of nontheism in Quakers
	Event 22 October: Justice and peace in Islam
	Event: Sun 24 Sept How inclusive are we? Could we do better?
	Diary dates
	Further ahead:
	Worship
	Regular Events

